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The PREFACE. 


teſtant Line 9 and Him 7 but ) between the Whole Pro- 
teſtant Line, and the Whole Popiſh Line, and be- 
cauſe, the Right of our Preſent Eſtabliſhment depend- 
ing entirely upon the Right of Excluding the Whole 
Popiſh Line, it muft ſuffer, I fear, by Excluding the 
Pretender alone, upon ſuch Topicks, as manifeſthy 
ſerve to keep alive the Suppoſition of 4 Claim ſt 
rightfully /odged in the Other Branches of the Po- 

W TE 1 


In the Laſt Part, the Greateſt Satisfaction ] have, 
(after having vindicated the Right of the Civil Pow- 
er to all Neceſſary Self-Defenſe,) s, in declaring to All 
Chriſtians their Right to look into the Coſpel, them- 
ſelves; to depend upon Chri't alone for their Religion; 
and upon his Final Determination alone, for their 
Salvation; and, in the mean while, to eſteem it a 
{mall Matter, to be judged of Man's Judgment; 
well knowing that Nothing but this Wide and Strong 

Foundation well laid, can effeffually guard againſt 
- thoſe Schemes, or Platforms, of à Superſtitious 
Tyranny, which may to ſome appear harmleſs at firſt ; 
but from which, in truth, the whole Dreadful Fa- 
brick of Popery bath, by degrees, grown up to it: 
full Strength and Maturity. 


Another Part may perhaps follow in due time, ©| 
it be found neceſſary. | | 55 

In the mean while, J Bade addreſs'd This to the 
Chriſtian Eaity : becauſe They muſt think Themſelves 
infinitely concern'd in Every Part of it, if They hat 
any Regard leſt for Themſelves; their Eſtates ; 
 z#ejir Bodies; their Souls; their Children; a i 

ber lateſt Poſterity. 
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PRESERVATIVE 
Againſt the be 


PRINCIP LES and PRACTICES 
OF THE 


FT ER near Thirty Tears of ſuch Patience and In- 
dulgence, as was never yet experienced in any Na- 
tion of the World, by the Publick and Avowed 
Enemies of it's Government; The Nonjurors now 
at length think it time to open the Scene, for which They 
have been long preparing the Way, in a more cover dand 
private manner. Whether They imagine that All the Leni- 
y with which They have hitherto been treated, hath been 
nothing elſe but Fear and a Conſciouſneſs of Wrong; or that 

their own Cauſe is for ever loſt, if this Criſs of Time be 
not laid hold on; or that the Paſſions and Madneſs of Men, 
at this Time, have fitted them for any Impreſſions : What- 
ever it be, the Efabliſhment is now openly and directly 
charged with the Want of all Right. Their Cauſe is now 
publickly declared to be the Cauſe of God, The Church is 
made a principal part of the Argument. The words Unity, 
Schiſm, Alter, Excommunication, Damnation, and the like, 
are thrown about in ſuch a manner, as to confound the Un- 
derſtandings of Honeſt Men of low Capacities ; to excite 
the Rage of the Tumultuous and Wicked; and to be En- 
giues of Deſtruction in the Hands of the Deſigning and 


= 


Crafty, as well among Profeſ;'d Papiſts, as Others, _ 
12 73 4 


SD EN 
q In theſe Circumſtances, I have a Mind, as far as I am 
| - able, to point out to Mu the true Way of judging of what 
| E They are now perpetually offering to You upon theſe 
Heads; to lead you to ſuch Principles and Maxims, as will 
be found true in themſelves; and eaſily applied to every 

Difficulty upon theſe Subjects, which is now, or may be, 
FF 8 from time to time, thrown in your way. But then, I vill . 
IM: endeavour to do this in ſuch a manner, as to make it a laſt. 
| ing Foundation for you to go upon; and to lay down no. 
| thing, but what will effectually, and for ever, be of Ser. 
1 vice in this Cauſe. I will not merely for a preſent Occaſi- 
' on, make uſe of any Arguments, which, in the Event, are 
F the Great Strength of our Enemies themſelves. I will not 
i allow them upon any Terms, that our preſent Civil Eſta- 
* bliſbment is unlawful; or that Lay-Deprivations are invalid: 
becauſe I know how impoſſible it is for Thoſe whom they 

generally attack, to extricate Themſelves out of the Conſe. 

quences Which are drawn from thoſe Two Points. I wall 

not go upon any Precedents, or Examples of mere Submiſſion, 
either to Civil or Ecclefiaſtical Governorsy, becanſe this again 

_ reſolves itſelf into that Suppoſition · I will not be at all 

concern'd whether the Jacobites, remaining Jacobites, can 
be perſwaded to frequent our Churches; becauſe, I am in- 
deed of the Mind of Thoſeamongſt Themſelves, who thought 
their o/] Cate wou' d be better propagated, in that Method, 
than by an Open Schiſm, As for their Souls; Leave them 

in the Hands of that GOD who ſees «heir Hearts: and 

as for their External Communion with Us, whilſt they retain 
their main PRINCIPLES; 1 think it wou'd be of 
worſe Conſequence to the Publick Thtereft than their De- 
clared Separation. Nor ſhall I apply my ſelf to any Others, 
merely upon the Foundation of their having taken the ®arh; 
to the preſent Government: well knowing that the Nonjuror: 
find an eafiy Account, in proving to any Men of common 
Underſtandings, that they having taken an Oath, which 
They are fince perſuaded They find reaſon to repent of, is 

no Argument for the keeping it; and that the beſt reparati- 
on They can make for it, when they come to judge it an 
F - Unlawful and Wicked Obligation, is to act contrary to it, as 


| ſoon as poſſible. 2 e 

| x I do not ſay this, tente ut all upon any Other Worth 

1 85 ons, who think it fitting to take theſe Methods. Not 
0 


do deny but that ſome particular Perſons may poſſibly be 
kept by them, for the preſent, from joining Themſelves to 
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Our Adverſaries · But even rhis Good cannot be certain and 


(3) 


laſting, whilſt the Main Principles of their Cauſe, areallow- 
ed to be Honourable and Righteous. Suppoſe for Inſtance, 


2 Perſon be perſwaded that it is barely lawful to ſubmit to 


a De-FafFo-Goyernment. Intereſt, or Humour, may make him 
for the preſent barely ſubmit to it. But as ſoon as the Scale 


of Intereſt or Humour, is turn'd, this will not convince Him 


that He muſt ſo much as ſubmiz to it. It may ſtill be true, 
that it is likewiſe Iawful not to ſubmit to it. Nay, It may 
ſtill be true, that it is more Honourable, and Praiſe-wor- 


thy to be faithful to that Authority which is De Jure, enti- 


tled to his 1 ape And this, I fear is forgot in the mean 
while, that, for the very Few that may be kept Fom them, 
and that only for a Seaſon, by ſuch Methods there are very 


Many, who are not only preverted, but ftrengthen'd, and 


harden'd in their Adherence to them by theſe, and the like 
Proceedings, At leaſt this is my Perſwaſion, from the Expe- 
rience and Obſervations, which have come within my 
reach. I am ſenſible that Others may be wiſer to ſee the 
Tendencies of Things than T am: and, every One is to con- 
duct himſelf agreeably to his own Notions of ſuch Matters. 


Lp 


Bur I imagine that I have long ſeen the Evil of courting 


their Principles, as well as their Perſons: And that if We will 


go on to ſpeak, and act, as if we were Conſcious that They 


are in the Right Way, and Our ſelves in the Wrong; We 
muſt not wonder, if They go on to draw ſuch Conſequences 
from our Premiſes, as naturally enough follow from them. 


If therefore, I have reſolved to avoid, or to deny plain- 


ly, ſome Main Points, it is becauſe I think Lam certain, 
that they are falſe in Themſelves; that they are the Great Eu. 
gines of _ Popular Converſions which our Advarſaries make 
amongſt the Unwary ; and that, after an Zxperience of 'near 
Thirty Tears of the Inſufheency and Bad Effect of Fur Me- 
thode, it cannot be imprudent to try others : In which, I pro- 
miſe my ſelf that 1 fhall at leaſt have the Satisfaction of 
of furniſbing ſuch Arguments as may preferve the Good Diſ- 
poſition, and increaſe the Zeal, of the Honeſt and Uncor. 


rupted Part of the Nation. This alone I ſhallever account 


no ſmall Good. And if I may not hope to convince any 


of our Adverſaries, or of Thoſe who have been miſled by 


them; yer, I refolve to give them no other Offence, than 


what the Principles which I think my ſelf obliged to main. © 
deſire of doing Them Service carry 


The 


tain, and a fincere 
along with them. 
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reads he Way, therefore, I propoſe. to go in, is, to look 
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$30 F 41. back to the firſt Foundation, upon which d, and Our A4. 
| - wn" werſaries differ; then to obſerve the Steps and Degrees, by 
, which Their Cauſe hath been kept alive; and then, to Con- 


ſider the preſent State of Things, with regard to Church 


13 


Wat tor 
1 


— PSS... what they chiefly rely upon. 
earl. The Foundation of our Difference is this. In the Year 1688. 
und the Nation, the whole Nation of Proteftants, (however paſt 


Two Principles aroſe Two Points of Practice. The One The ad- 


and State; the main Topicks which our Adverſaries make uſe 
of; and the true Anſwers, as far as my Judgment reacheth, 


Danger at a diſtance may ſeem as nothing,) univerſally, 
and equally, felt and ſaw themſelves upon the Brink of | 
Deſtruction. The chief Men amongſt Us, (not the Great. 
eſt Churchmen excepted,) invited over the Aſſiſtance of, our 
Neighbours. After having warded off the preſent Threat- 
ning of Ruin, nothing remained but to ſecure Us from the 
Return of the ſame Evils of Popery and Slavery, made 
more terrible by the Revenge, which muit then have come 
along with them. This was, done with the greateſtRegard to 
the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, and with the leaſt Devi. 
ation from the Common Rule, The Popiſh Branches of the Roy. 
al Family were ſet aſide, upon no other Conſideration than 
the Safety of the whole Nation, And the very firſt Prote- 


| fant Branches, in the ſame Royal Family, were declared 


Heirs; and the Succeſſion from Them declar'd, and confirm'd 
in the ſame Courſe as was uſual before. 
VU pon the firſt Settlement of the Nation after the Aldica - 
tion of King James, ſome of the Biſhops, and ſame alſo cf the 
inferior Clergy, (upon what Motives or Conſiderations I do 
not now . refuſing to give the common Security of 
Faithfulneſs and Allegiance to the Government, and declar- 
ing Themſelves in the Intereſt of it's Enemies, were firſt Suſ- 
pended from the Execution ef their Offices; and then, after 
a delay of Six Months, depriv'd of their Offices, Benefices, 
Dignities and Promotions Eccleſiaſtical; as the Words of 
the Ad of Parliament expreſs it. ORE > 
From hence aroſe theſe Two main Principles : the One, that 
our Princes upon this Proteſtant Eftabliſhment, in excluſion 
to the Popiſb Line, can have no Right to the Crown: and 
the Other (very new, and never before heard of in the Church 
of England,) that No Deprivation of Biſhops by the Lay- Power 
can be valid, or ought to be ſubmitted to. And from theſe 


hering to the Popiſh Line, and the Refuſing as Unlawful, 
| _ rhe 


Ag a hs ad, I EIA Dig W 


. = * 
rr 2 „ w \ 
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| 


Ty (5) 
the taking Oaths of Fidelity to the Proteſtant Eftabliſhment + 
and the Other the adhering to the Communion of the De- 1 
prived Biſhops, and the treating our Churches as No Churches. 

But it was not preſently the Seafon ef opening all this, LA 1 
in the face of the World. There was the leis need of it, be. 5 , |: 
cauſe every Year and almoſt every Month, they lived in 4 wo = 
the confident Expectation of the Bleſſing of ſeeing their e 
King reſtored to them by a French Power: And with- wth"; 4A 
out this, the Temper of the Nation was not very quickly orf 
that ſort, as to give them much Encouragement to ſpeak “ 2-44 

lainly.” In the mean while, They ſaw with Pleaſure, % 
that many of thoſe who took the @arhs, did it upon a Prin- C. 
ciple of Reprozch to the Government ; if not, of Shame to 7 
Themſelves :. And that moſt of Thoſe who defended both 
that, and the Church united with it, moved very faintly in 
their work; treated the One, as an Uſurpation; and the O- 
ther, as what it was barely lawful for the Laity, in imitation 
of former Precedents, to communicate with. _ | 

The Glory that was thus freely given them, They greedily 
ſnatch'd: and amongſt Thoſe, whom they had to deal with, 
They had little other Trouble, beſides appealing to the 
Writings of their Adverſaries, to ſhew that their Princi- 
ples were in effect. acknowleg'd to be Juſt and Right · For 
when it could be ſhewn to the very Senſes of tkeir Follow. 
ers, that Thoſe who kept in the Efabliſbment, did it as 2 
thing barely lawful; but not over-honourable in theirown 


1 
4 
14 


- W Judgments ; that when They were obliged, in honour to 

e write, their whole Concern was to vindicate Themſelves 

0 from the Imputation of Diſboneſty, and not the Government, 

f from the heavy Charge of Unjuſt; to give Reaſons for the 

. bare lawfulneſs of their omn Compliance, and to leave the Eſta- 

2 bliſbment nat only undefended, but mark'd, by their;own 

er way of Treating it, with the Infamous Blot of Uſurpation 

8, without true Right: I ſay, hen this was ſo, in the Writings 

of and Diſcourſes of ſeveral of the moſt famous of Thy/e, from 

whom the Nonjurors ſeparated, They had too eaſy a Game to 

at play; which They did not fail to manage in private, ſo as to 
Mn add to the Number of their Church, Many of Thofe whoſe , abt 
ad Capacities were not- above the following of Great Names. {uo 
< They never found, Tam perſwaded, any great Difficul. * 
ver ty in making Proſely;es of Thoſe, whom they had once con- 

fe vinced of the Truth of their Two Main Principles: and, to 

d- do that, They found nothing more effectual than to add 

ul, to their own Concluſions, the Taſimeuy of Thoſe, who not 
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(63+ 
only allowed, but applauded their Premiſes. They met 
he very few, I dare ſay, of ſo nice a Diſcernment, 
and of fo diſtinguiſhing a Head- piece, as to ſtand the ſhock 
of fuch Attacks as theſe Tour own Friends treat thy 
Geoernment, as having no Right. And, if the Proteſtant Line 
doch no right, the Popiſh Line muft have it. And conſequent. 
ly, it at leal more honourable, to adhere to that, to which the 
Right belongs. Again, in the Church Controverſy, the Paſſage 
was eaſy from the former Argument, to engage Men to 
join with Thoſe, who prayed for their True King. Beſides 
that They could furniſh the ſame Teſtimony for the Foun. 
dation of this alſo. Many of the Great Writers, on the 
Side of the Eſtabliſpment, have gone upon the Suppolition, 
and fome openly acknowledg'd Depri wat ion: by the Lay. 
Power to be invalid; and only pleaded againſt carrying the 
Matter to a Separation upon that Account. But certainly 
they would argue, If Lay- Depri vation, be invalid, then it is 
the greateſt Preſumption in the Civil Power to meddle 
with ſuch Things; and the Duty of all to bear Teſtimony 
againſt fo great an Evil, and to communicate with Bib. 
fo unjuftly and injurouſſy Ejected. Or elſe, if they had; 
mind not to carry the general Principle ſo far, They might 
draw as ſtrong an Argument from the Conceſſions and Prin. 
eiples of ſome whotook the Oarhs; and defended themſelves, 
as taking Oaths to a Government Uſurped. For they might 
Well argue, that a Civil Power without Right, had no Autho. W 
rity to deprive Thoſe Biſbops ; even ſuppoſing ſuch an Au- 
thority to be lodg'd with the Rightful Civil Power. If 
we took back, therefore, We fhall find, that by their flat 
tering the Independent Rights of the Clergy, atid exalting 
their Power; by cryingup the Church in general, and treat. 
ing the „ther Diſſenteys with Indignity ; and the like Arti: 
faces ; they fifft made their Way tothe Love and Approbi Wi 
tion of Theſe, whom They now treat as the Worſt of Men; 
that having this Approbation and Concurrence of many  W 
the Clergy in the Main Points, to produce for Themſelves W 
they went on, gaining Ground, whilſt They were looks Wi 
upon as Friends, by Thoſe whoſe Congregations they no 
threaten with Damnation; that by the help of ſuch Support M 
from others, rather than their own Strength, They hav: Wa 
proceeded from one Step to another; with an indefatigabł Wi 
Induſtry, ſcattering their Papers; and entring into the An 
and Freedom of Converſation ; till they are now come to 
think Themſelves ſtrong enough to ſtand without 3 Al 
| | 8 8 7 85 111 21100 
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(7) 

ſiſtance of Others : nay, to turn their own Artillery, againſt 

Thoſe from whom They before borrowed it. Theſe things 

1 have the rather reminded you of, not only to remark the 

| Steps by which the Cauſe of Our Adverſaries is come to the 
State in which it now is, but to vindicate, and juſtify, my 

preſent Deſign of oppoſing their way of Reaſoning, upon 

another Foundation, and different Principles. 

The preſent State of their Cauſe, is, you ſee, little more 3 

than the Reſult of what ſeveral of Thoſe who have complied 


or very faintly denied to Them. The Mask is now laid a- 


Clergy, to whom, I am perſwaded, they owe the greateft 
| Advantages of their Cauſe. Their Voices and Language is 
alter d. Excommunication is declared againſt them. They 
| are ſo far from being able or qualified, to be Minifers in the 
Church of Chriſt, that they are not allowed to be Themſelves, 
| in, or of, the Church; but are given over to a State of Dam- 
nation. Thoſe who join with Them, even tho' their 
Hearts are with the Nonjurors, are now terrified with the 
Thoughts of loſing'their Souls: Nay, and when They re- 
turn to this True, Charitable, Chriſtian Church, it is with 
much Difficulty, and bitter Repentance, and great Abhor-/ 
| rence of the crying Sin, of having communicated with 2 
ny others, that They are received, and come to be eſteemd 
and acknↄwleg' d in the Number of the Faithful. And this 
is the Method now open'd, for the moſt effectual keeping 
their Ignorant and Unwary Followers, clofe to the other 
| Main Principle, of the Injuſtice and Uſurpation of the pre- 
8 ſent Proteffant Eſtabliſpment. | 3 
My way of thinking in this Matter, I confeſs, is this. 
. If there be a Right, properly ſocalled, acknowledged to be 
7 


called, in the Proreſtant Line now in Poſſeſſion; it is a folly to 
go about to perſuade any Man of a good plain Underſtand- 
ing, that it is not his moſt ſecure way to the favour of God, 
; to adhere to that Side on which this Right is. And again if it 
be acknowledg'd, that thoſe Biſhops were not lawfully Depri- 
ved; it is a folly to go about to perſwade Men to renounce 
their Communion, or to give any Encouragement to Theſe, who 
baveſurp d their Place. The Remedy, always judge, muſt be 
ſomething equivalent to the Roor of the Diſeaſe : If it be not 
I ſo, it only binds it up a little for the preſent, to break out a- 
gain more furiouſly and more dangerouſly in time to come. 


with the Government have either expreſly granted to Them, 4. 


ide. They have now left off to flatter that part of the 


ſtill remaining in the Popjſb Line; and no Right, properly ſo 
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becauſe I think Them, and their Followers, to be wiſtakey 


ever alledging in favour of their own Practice both i 
Churgh and State: I muſt of neceflity both begin wher:| 
they always begin; and follow Them in their Argument, 


mcnt upon Topicks, which will lead to Subjects not agreeable 


that it is the Abſolute Duty of every private Subject to en- 


fuch, that They are almoſt all, daily and hourly, allarm'l 


A Family; and that the Peaple are continually and univerſi 


| Hamed according to the Nature and Extent of the Poiſon di 


| (8) 
- Tthink it a very trifling part of this Controverſy, whe. 
ther They will pleaſe to come to our Churches, or not, [| 
can't perſwade my ſelf to give Them the hard Names, 
They give even to Thoſe who have befriended them; or, 


i this World, therefore to argue that They ſhall be damy'; 
in the next. Burl think it of Great Importance, Whether 
pur Preſent Royal Family have a True Right, or not; Whe. 
ther our Churches are Chriſtian Churches, or not; Whether 
thoſe who communicate with us, have a Title to God's Fa. 
vour or not; and whether the Supreme Power of this Nation 


had not a Right to depive the Nonjuring Biſhops. AST am certain 
that They make no Proſelytes, hut by the contrary Principles; 
ſo Theſe muſt be the Beſt Preſervatives againſt Them: And we 
muſt firſt deſtroy their Fundation, before We muſt expet, 

w hat they havebuilt upon it, neceſſarily to fall to the Ground. 


And having undertaken to give you the beſt Aſſiſtance! 
can to lead you into a True Anſwer to what the Nonj urors ale 


as They lead the way. If they attack the preſent Eſtabliſ. 


to many amongſt Us; it is not a Fault, but a Duty to the 
Happy Settlement We enjoy, to enter upon thoſe Su6je; 
which it's Enemies make neceſſary to be handled. | 

I ſhallnot do this out of choice; or with any Perſwaſion 


quire into the Right and Tirle of the Government under 
which He lives : but becauſe the State of our Nation is 


againſt the Right of their preſent Governors, and alienated in 
their Hearts and AﬀeCtions, by the ſetting up another Rig 


oppoſite to it- So that, with Submiſſion to better Judę 
ments, I humbly conceive, that, tho' it might have bee 


enough, in other Circumſtances, to have reminded All S. 
zeFs of the general Duty of Obedience: yet, confiderin? 
that there is a Right openly ſer up againſt our preſent Ry 


ly led by our Adverſaries to judge of that Right ; and are, bj 
this Method alone, made Enemies upon Principle; it dot 
not fecm to be left to our choice, what Method to proccil 
in. It is an Antidote that is wanted: and that muſtit 
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Conſtitutien of our Government, which they frame to them- 
| felves, to be ſo abſolutely Hereditary, that the Popiſh Bran- 


aide by any Power upon Earth. 5 hg 1 
I. In Anſwer therefore, to what any of them may: 
| allarm You with, concerning the Declarations of Holy Scrip- | 
ture; and the Conſequences which they draw from Thence: 
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| Men and Women to this; their Schiſm and their Charches 


| which They are pleaſed to interpret abſolutely againſt 
throwing of our Duty and Allegiance to the late King 
James; and againft any the leaſt Deviation from the Righr 


* 
4 
ry 
©} 


0-03 
perſed abroad, It is in vain, to tell People of what is due 
to the Supreme Civil Pewer, if their Minds are diftraQed, 
and not at all fatisfied, which is that Szpreme Power, Ic is 
It is of no importance to King GEORGE's Intereſt, to 
preſs the Duty of obeying the KIN G, upon Thoſe 'who 
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are every Day taught that HE is not their x IN G. It cannot | 
indeed, be otherwiſe; but that the true Method of doing = 
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Arguments would have but little effect, hath always been, 
the great and crying Injuſtice of ſetting aſide the Popifh Line, 
and fixing the Succeſſion to the Crows in the Proteſtant Bran- 
ches of the Royal Family. If They could not perſwade weak 


would quickly diſappear. And to perſwade Them to this, 
They ſometimes argue from the Declarations of Scripture, 


Line of the Popiſh Branches of the Royal Family: ſome- 
times, (I ſhould ſay moſt commonly.) from the peculiar 
Doctrine of the Church of England: and {ometimes from the 


ches of the Royal Family could not juſtly, or lawfaly, be ſet 


i defire nothing of You, but that You would neither be- 
lieve Ther, upon their bare Word, in their own Cauſe; 
nor Me, nor any One elſe, againſt it. But ſearch with your 
own Ey es, and fee, whether you can poſſibly find a plain 
and expreſs Paſſage of Scripture, in which God inſtituted a- 
ny particular Form of Humane Government, for any Nat ion 
in the World; unleſs you will except One, which firſt will- 
kully and reſolutely Choſe it for Themſelves: or, in Which 
le commands all Nations, either to keep firm to that One 
Form ; or, when once They have for any length of time 
been under Subjection to a Race of Princes, that They are 
5 : I obliges; 
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lutely, or with Refrifions. And about this, I will here 


With the help of this One Argument, You will always be 


Scripture. Nor can They themſelves deny but that the Di. 


with any view of binding down whole Cęriſtian Nation: u 


(10 
obliged. upon pain of Damnation, not to put by the nent 
in Blood, even tho the Deſtruction of the Whole be uns. 
voidable without it. And remember, that it ought to be 
a. very plain, and expreſs Paſſage, to found ſuch a Doctrine 
upon» | 

When They allarm You with the Declarations of Scriptur,, 


about Allegiance, or Obedience to Princes; which they ap. 
ply to the abſolute Unlawfulneſs, and Crime, of with. 
«drawing our Allegiance from King James at the Revolution; 
and from the Popiſh Line, ſince that time: defire them im. 
partially, and plainly to tell you, whether, in multitudes 
of other Caſes, they do nat explain the general words of 


| Scripture with thoſe Reſtrictions, which the Nature and Cir. 
cumſtances of the thing ſpoken of, require, and juſtify ; 
whether They do not allow, in many places, that where 


there are no Reſtrictions expreſs'd in Words, there muſt 
certainly be a Reftrifion or Limitation allowed; and whe: 
ther it doth not follow from hence, that it muſt be re. 
ſolved at laſt into this, whether the Nature of Government 
it ſelf require theſe Expreſſions to be underſtood abſo. 


juſt mention one thing, of which I will make more uf: 

reſently : that They themſelves are forced to allow, that 
in Caſes of Natural continued Folly, or Madneſs, none of theſe 
Texts oblige a Nation to Perſonal Obedience. This is a Dj 
monſtration that the moſt ſtrong and expreſs of thoſe Paſſage, 
which They think ſo favourable to Themſelves, are not to 
be interpreted abſolutely, or without any poſſib le exception, 


able ro anſwer what They pretend to alledge from the 
rections there laid down, were only ſhort General Rules 
deſigned for the Uſe of ſuch as were fo weak as to think 
themſelves exempt from all Government; and not at all 


utter DeſtruQion. | 
II. When they fpeak much. of the Peculiar DofiriniMi 


of the Church of England; anſwer Them, that it is a Scan £ 


dal to the Church of England to ſuppole that it hath any 
culiar Doctrines, confider'd as the Church of England; thatif 
knows no other Rule, but the Goſpel, and always appeal 
that for the Truth of every thing taught in it; that by ui 
Church of England, in this, and the like Debates, is mea 
that Collection or Company of Men, who at, and quick)y *W 
ter rhe Reformation, ſettled Our Worſhip, our l | 

| | _ Hom: 
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familien; that Theſe not only were falliable Men, but, in 
One of the Articles, ſolemnly profeſs Themſelves as well as 
Others; all Churches equally ; all General Councils equally; 
ſo to be; and thas in another Article They expreſly require 
All in their Communion to take rhe Scripture, (and not Them} 
for the Rule of their Faith, and Practice; and that, conſe. 
quently, the certain Truth of any Doctrine, is not put, by 
our Reformed Church, upon it's being the Doctrine, or the 
Peculiar Doctrine, of our Church, but of the Scripture. 
But if Our Adverſaries will be determin'd by the Homiliet 
of the Church, as They would here make you believe, in 
order to catch you upon this Subject only, You may quick 
ly ſatisfy your ſelves that there are many Arguments, and 
many plain Paſlages, in them, even upon this ſame Sub- 
jet, which evidently condemn their whole proceeding : 
beſides mulritudes of other Doctrines, main DoFrines, largely 
handled in the Homilies, which theſe Great Churehmen not 
only do not receive, but hold in the utmoſt contempr, 
Ask them therefore, Will you be determined, in other Mat. 
ters, by the Homilies of the Church; and by the Imerpretati- 
mof Scripture in them; for inſtance, about Ju#ification, Faith, 
Antichrifs, Muſick in Churches, and Ceremonies too; and in 
many other Points, upon which great ſtieſs is there laid? 
If They will not, (as I know they will not,) They can 
never more expect you to yield up your Aſent, in another 
Point, merely becauſe They chance to like it, and think, 
They ſhould gain by it. Sr 5 
Your Anſwer there fore, is plain before you. Suppoſing 
the Doctrine of the Church, to be plainly in this particular 
Inſtance, on their Side: the Charch it ſelf requires You to 
be determin'd ſolely by the Scripture, whether it be true or 
not. And, again, Suppoſing this DoFrine to be as They re- 
preſent it, Zou have the ſame liberty to differ from this 
Point, which theſe Gentlemen themſelves have in many 
Obers, upon which equal Weight is laid. They, of all Per- 
ſons living, muſt never reproach You, till They can ſhew 
ou, their Scheme of Church- Authority, Sacerdatal Powers, + 
WRepular Succeſſions, Aut horative Benedictions, and Abſolutions; 
Wor their Nozions of many other Points, not to have been 
condemn'd even with Zeal by the Church of aur Firſt Re- 
Vormers. But then again, this Doctrine, as they repreſent it, 
and profeſs to praditice it, is not the Expreſs Doctrine of the 
— q Jomilies, The particular Caſe of a Tora! Deſtruction is not 
: 


here put: and nothing leſs than the putting that Cafe, can 
e Es juſtify 
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the Expreſs Words, and Purpoſe, of a Canon of the ſame 


deny the King's Supremacy : which They openly profefs to 


could be ſhewn that ſome of their own darling Principle 


lieve it may ;) I am very ſure, They would not think thi 


(12) 
juſtify the interpreting All Other Expreſions, abſolutely, 
and inflexibly. And to convince our Adverſaries them. 
ſelves of this, it is enough to remark that otherwiſe They 
themſelves differ equally from them, upon this very Sub. 
je& : which perhaps they will be ſurprized to hear. The 
Hemilies do not put the Caſe of Lunacy, or Idiocy in a Prince, 
Ask them, therefore, Doth what They ſay, abſolutely 
conclude for Perſonal! Allegiance, and againſt tha Coercion of 
a Regency, in ſuch a Caſe ? If not, as They allow; here is a 
Demenſtration, that the Doctrine, however expreſs'd, is not 


Abſolute; and conſequently, in Caſes which equally af. 


fe& rhe buſineſs of Government, equally admits of an Ex- 
ception. | | | JO 8 


Nor need it move You, that They have preſumed to 


declare this particular Doctrine, a Hereſy determined by the 
Church, alledging that the Compilers of the Homilies have 
called it a Falſe and damnable Doctrine. For ſuppoſing, 
(which indeed, is not true,) that the Church hath profeſſed. 
ly and directly, ſpoke to the Caſe; 1. It is evident that 
They are ſelf- condemn'd by this Rule, becauſe they allow, 
in the Caſe of Lunacy, what equally contradicts the Doctrine 
of the Church ; and fo are equally Guilty of Hereſy, as 
They themſelves have ſtated it. 2. You may ſee plainly 
in another Inſtance, that they ſay, and unſay ; maintain 
and deny, juſt as their own Cauſe requires: when They, who 
would have others declared Hereticks, by Conſequence; yet 
will not be content to be judg'd Excommunicated even by. 


Church, which declares it in ſo many words againſt All, who 


be an Uſurpation in All Kings. This will ſhew you that They 
only urge the Authority of the Church to overbear Other; 
whulſt they will not be determin'd by it themſelves. 3. If it 


are treated in the Homilies as falſe and damnatle ; (as I bt 


the ſame, as if the Church had expreſly condem'd them, ui. 
der the Name of Here); nor acknowledge Themſelve 
Real Hereticks, and their Epiſcopacy, and Holy Offices, affel. 
ed by it, even if ſuch an Expreſs Condemnation had bee 
paſſed. Bur, let us proceed | | 
III. As for our Legal Conſtitution ; there are few of ti 
Nonjurors, who do not prefer Abſolute Monarchy before i 
But Some of them do indeed ſometimes mention it in thi! 
5 Argumen! 
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ly, Arguments, becauſe by the ſeeming Contradiction of ſome 
of our Srarutes to others, They think, They can confound 
b the Underſtandings of the Unskilful. And as for Others 
be of them ; as the Papiſts, by the Church eſtabliſhed by Law, 

, when they ſpeak in it's favour, mean the Popiſh Church eſta- 
bliſhed by Laws made before the Reformation; ſo, They, 
play with the Word a little at their leiſure, and by our 
0 Conſtitution mean, what it was, when they imagine our 
Kings to have been Abſolute; and from thence conclude, 
c no other Right to be in our Laws, but what hath -flowed 
. : from their voluntary Conceſſions, and what may ſtill, up- 
** on that Account, depend upon their Wills. I ſhall there. 
| fore, not enter here into any nice Examination of what You 


0 cannot ſo well judge of, but put you in mind of ſomething, 
WW which flows from General and Comprehenſive Principles; and 
oa which may be applied to all Conſtitations; and to our own 
Si in partieular,-let it be, as They repreſent it, or not: viz, 
* That as the By-Laws of any particular Corporation, are al- 
2 ways ſuppoſed to be agreeable. and ſubordinate, to the 
oh, Law of the Land; or elſe to be Invalid: fo, all Conſfituti- 
* 0ns are under the Univerſa! Law of God, and of Human Socie- 
g > ty. And to apply this to Our Adverſaries, in Your Anſwers 
to All that They will ſometimes alledge our of our Sta- 
boy tutes, againſt Coercion, or withdrawing Allegiance or the like, 
2 there needs nothing, but to put you in Mind, that They 
ur WW themſelves are forced to mollify all Conſtitutious; and parti- 
Jak cularly to add an Exception to the moſt Rigid Statutes, in our 
rt own, by allowing that a Lunarick, or an Idiot, may be 
* coerced ; put under the Reſtraint ot a Regency; which is an 
be Efectual Excluſion of Him from Government, and from All 
* Right to the Perſonal Allegiance of his Subjects: and all this, 
I merely becauſe He is wholly uncapable of anſwering the 


Ends of Government. | LINE» | 
This Foundation, You ſee, is ſo plain, that All, even 


| * the moſt unwilling, acknowledge it, in the Caſe of Idiocy, 
2 or Madneſs. From hence You will furniſh your ſelves 


with this Argument. As it is impoſſible, in the Nature of 
the Thing, and by the Cenfeſſion of our Adverſaries them- 
ſelves, that any Conſtitution of Government, or the moſt ex- 
preſs Declarations of Mritten Laws. can be ſuppoſed to in- 
tend to impoſe upon any Nation the Indiſpenſible Duty or 
Obligation, of paying Obedience or Allegiance, to an Idiot, 
or a Madman; and this ſolely, becauſe the Ends of Govern- 
ment cannot, in any e degree, be — d by 

| | | ems 
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1 ( 14) 
Them: So, upon the ſame certain Foundation, Let the 
Conſtitus iam of a Nation be what it will; let it be from God, 
or from Man; Let the Declarations of the Laws be never ſo 
ſtrong z They cannot be ſuppoſed to intend to. oblige a 
Xetion to their own utter Deſtruction, in any parallel 
| Caſe; to forbid whatever is neceſſary for the Preſervation 
of the whole; to take away, or to give up, their Right to 
ſer aſide, in the Beſt manner the Circumſtances of Affairs 
allow, all ſuch Perſons, as are equally uncapable of anſwer: 
ing the Ends of Government, in a tolerable degree; and 
therefore, in the ſame Rank, upon that Account, with 141. 
ots; or Lnatiths ; and to inveſt the Authority in others. The 
| End of Government is acknowledg'd the ſufficient only Reg. 
fon for ſetting aſide Lunaticks, or Idiots: and therefore the 
ſame End of Government holds equally in all parallel Caſes, 
And as the Argument from hence, is of that Nature, that 
you may ſecurely depend upon it: ſo, It will be of Great 


Uſe therefore, throughly to apprehend it, and conſtant. 


ly to have recourſe to it ; becauſe Our Adverſaries them- 
{elves are forced, againſt their Will, to refolve all into thy, 
even in the Higheſt fuppoſed or i of God's Inſtituting 
Monarchy abſolutely Hereditary; and in their interpreting 
Paſſages of Scripture, Whica yet, at other times, they 
would force upon others as Abſolute Rules, without Excep- 
tion; and much more muſt do it, in their Appralt to our 
Oburch; or our Conſtizution. | | 
The main Point, neceſſary to make All this which is 
true in itſelf, uſefal to Us in this Debate, is to conſider, 
Whether what hath been done in this Nation can be juſtiſi. 
ed upon this Foundation: that is, in other words, whe. 
ther the ſetting aſide the Popiſh Line, be not in Truth, ſet. 
ing aſide a Line of Princes uncapable of anſwering the 
Ends of Government, in our Nation. The Conſequence of 
which was, going no farther from the ſtrait Line, than to 
the neareſt Proteſtant Branch in the ſame Royal Family. 
Now, Al Incapacity is the ſame, in the Effects and Con- 
fequences of it, to the Concerns of a Nation. It is of no 
Importance, whether it be Natural or Meral. If therefore, 
You doubt of the Incapacity of the Popiſh Line for our Go- 
vernment; Reaſon and Experience will ſoon convince You. 
In Reaſon You will ſee it plain, that any Prince who hath 
Principles in Him, that oblige Him, in point of Conſcience, 
ro deſtroy Us, is incapable to preſerve, and make Us hap- 
py. But a Prince fully poſleſs'd by the nn is 
WW | | : | 5 unas: 
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"OY the Command 5 r which teach Hin fe i it 
is. his Duty to. dee U | * 2 ore, muſt have the 
greateſt of all — 1 Li he Greateſt of Al. For 
an; Idiot may be kept quiet. A, Lupazick may be control! 

Bed. incurring Cenſure for it, But One, who, is not 
ſuppoſed to be out of his own Cpyerpance ; ; and. yet.is a 
Bigar, perfectly under the. Influence of ſuch a Religion, is 
by that means fres from the reſtraint of others; at. e 


to follow his own Counſels, and obliged b them to deſtro 
that ſtands in the way of thoſe Cou ſels, 

to the Experience, of Other Nations; and that will 
em . there never was. a, Poi Prince over a Proger 
ant People, W ho did not make good this Obſervation. Re- 
turn to your om: The Hiſtories will tell You, What Nuten 

Mary the Firſt was, under the higheſt Obligations to, , 
teſtants: and the Memory of Your ſelves, or of” Many o- 
thers now alive, will tell you what the late King James 
vas, under the ſame, or greater, Obligations to t Boay, 
of Proceſtanss in this Kingdom; and under the 710 50 Olli- 
gation of the moſt ſolemn Promiſes. tle who ſet WP 10 
Himſelf, the One Comprehenſive Principle, of a Right to diſs ' 
penſe with our Laws at his pleaſure, was incapable of Wn 
Gevernment by Laws. It was not any One particular Action, 
but the Tenour of his Action:, and this Awowed 2 0 
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which convinced the Nation, and all Orders, Degrees, an 
Parties, of Prozeftants in it, of His Incapacity. If any o 
the Nonjuring Biſhops were now remaining, You might as! 
them, Why they themſelves ſet their Hands to the Invitati- 
on of the Prince of Orange and his Army ; [3 which ve ill be upon 
no other Bottom, but that they had ang, ws James 1 
capable of Governing this Nation. For if He were cap 
| Ye; there was no need of an Army of Directors and Adviſ- 
ers. You may ask Thoſe, who were tor ſetting up a Regency, o- 
ver Him, whether That was not a plain Conf n that He was 
incapable of the Government, For it is an Inſult upon Com- 
mon Senſe, to go to perſwade the World that He would, 
in that way, have been any more King, in effect, than He 
was, when He was declared to have A So that | 
Al, You ſee, conſpired 3 as well as Thoſe, who took | 
the Oaths afterwards to King Wiliam, as Thoſe who refu. - 
ſed them; to declare and acknowledge that Unhapp oY | 
Prince to be as truly Uncapable of Governing this Nation, as it 
he had been an Idiar, or a Lunatick. 
Now, Ubeſeech you, what was it that, Was his lepti, 
47 4 
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y? What was it, that had ſatisfied All in general, (Church. 
nien, eſpecially, I may ſay) at that Time, that He was in- 
capable? His Natural Temper, His Moral Accompliſh« 
ments, were in themſelves no worſe than thofe of- many 
+ Other Princes. No, It was his Religion, that gave Them 
their bad Turn. It was his Religion only, which made 


Him uncapable: His being of a Religion, which, when it 
is fully poſſeſs'd, obligeth and prompts its Votaries, to de. 


ſtroy and ruin Us, and our Laws. - 

And this being ſo plain from Experience, that They 
themſelves, who now differ from Us, in effect acknow. 
ledg'd this Incapacity in King James, ariſing from his Reli. 
gion, at a time when They were much better Judges of it, 

than They can be now. The next Point is, whether it be 
not as plain, that the ſame Religion produceth the ſame In- 
capacity in Others who heartily embrace it. Now this, I 
think, is evident from hence, that the ſame Canſe mult 
have the ſame Effect, where there is nothing to hinder it. 
Popery is a Religion, which, wherever it is recerv'd, muſt 
X a&, univerſally and equally, in the ſame way. It is a Re- 
ligion, which leaves nothing to Variety of Tempers, or Prin. 
ciples ; but layeth the ſame Neceſſity upon Al Thoſe who 
receive it, either to facrifice all the World to it, or to be 
facrificed to it themſelves. It is the ſame Religion, in all 
It's extent and latitude, which obliged that King to be Unca. 
capable, who without it might have been very Capable. 
And therefore, the Incapacity in Him, having ariſen ſolely 
from his Religion; the ſame Incapacity muſt ariſe frem the 
fame Religion, in Others ; becauſe there can be no difference 
in the Obligations which it laid upon Him, and thoſe it 
muſt lay upon any of his Succeſſors. 
The ſame Cauſe, which obliged King James to attempt 
co ruin Us, as it is the ſame, muſt lay the ſame Obligation 
upon all others in his Circumſtances- POLL 

But that was his Religion alone. 'E oh 

Therefore that alone muſt have the ſame Effect upon O- 
rtbers, embracing it, as He dic. 

Nor can any Promiſes, or Vom, to the contrary, alter 
the Cafe. That, Experience alſo ſhew'd in Him : and the 
fame Religion which obligeth to Our Deſtruction, permits 
and engageth it's Votaries, to Swear and Promiſe the contrary. 


— This therefore, is the Inaapacity; as certain, and as de- 


ftructive, as any Natural Madneſs. And if it be lawful to 
guard againft the latter Incapacity; it muſt be ſo, to hours 
ff | | again 
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againſt the former: the Reaſons being at leaſt equally 
ſtrong in both Caſes. Nothing, therefore, remained for 


- the Nation to do, but to take one of theſe Two ways. Either, 

N to try after one another, every Individual Papiſt in the Roy- 

5 al Family, in his Turn, free from all Reſtraint; or elſe, at 

7 once to Exclude Them from the Throne, either without the 

1 Ceremony of a Perperual Regency; or with it: which alters 

A not the Caſe. For ſuch a Regency is, in truth, the ſame Ex- 

K cluſſon: only a greater Deviation from the Real Nature of 

a our Conſtitution ; and in all probabilty, a more fatal Wound 

to it, in the End. It is indeed making a Succeſſion of Re- 

4 gents,truly and properly Kings; an entire departure from the 

y Royal Family : And, if you can without a Smile ſuppoſe 

« that Scheme to have taken place, for all the Popiſh Branches, 

, who either All or None, require it, It is either an Alterati- 

e on of the Kingdom, from Hereditary to Electiue; or à Tran - 

= BU /:ting it entirely from the Royal Family, to a Family of Subjects; 

[ who will not be fo weak as ever to part with what Others X 

t have been ſo weak, as to beſtow upon Them. | 

. Now, as to the former of the Two Ways juſt mentioned, 

t it is as Abſurd, as it would be to take a Succeſſion of Per- 

3 450 one by one, whom You have all the Reaſon in the 

as orld to believe equally Lunaticks; only in order to ſa- 

on tisfiey our Curioſity, whether the ſame Degree of Madneſs, 

e will have the ſame Effect, in A4/lof them; and ſo to play 

l with the Fate of a Nation: which too certainly will be ruin. 

” ed by ſome One or Other of theſe, before You can lock x 

e. them up, or produre a Force to tie their Hands. Nothing 

* therefore, remained, but the other: viz. To declare All 

e Thoſe to be equally incapable, who really are ſo; and to 

bs try no more terrible Experiments with the Lives aad Liber. _ 

it ties of a Whole Nation, and of all their Poſterit yx. 
Here then, is the Argument, which You may ſecurely 

Us uſe againſt the vain Attacks of Our Adverſaries, upon the 

2 


Proteſtant Succeſſion: let the Attack, be from Scripture; on 
from what They pleaſe, . 5 
They themſelves, Vu may tell them, acknowledge that 
Natural Madaeſs is a good and ſufficient Reaſan for ex- 
luding the next Heir, or Heirs, from Government; or, 
which is all one, for putting a Nation out of their Hands, 
into thoſe of a Regency: the only Ground of which is, that 
Madneſs renders the Man uncapable of anſwering the Ends 
of Government, and diſpoſeth Him to overthrow and con- 
tradict Them in the Tenour of his Conduct. 2708 
0 1 _ -Þ 3 „ Now, 
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Now, the Popiſb Religton, We kndw by many Byperi. 
ments, 4 el Fog profeſs'd Nature, Ar Terk 
cies, and unalterable Obligations, is equally un Tnowpaciry, 
in'this Proreſtant Nation. ee een ee 
Therefore it is egually, and with as much Juſtice a Res. 
Inn for putting under a Regenty, or which is aH one, Exelud. 
fg, the vert Heir, s any Lunacy can be. | 

And, becauſe, it is not aceidentally Bad in One Perſon; 
but in it's own Nature, equally and effectually working, in 
one Uniform manner, in Al who are poſſeſsd by it: it is 
therefore, the fame undeniable Reaſon for putting under a 
perpetual uninterrupted Regeney, that is, Bxcluuing All pa. 
piſts, as it is for excluding One who hath been tried; or, 
as it hath been allowed to befor putting Him under a Regen- 
cy, Which is, in effect, the fame thing, as to His Government. 
This is the Excluſon, to which this Nation hath been 
Witnels: and it hath been effected, in the moſt Regular 
manner, which the Circamſtances of the Nation could poſſi- 
bly permit: and with fuch a Regard to the Rœyal Line, that 
the very next Proteſtant, in the fame Royal Family, is dec lar. 
ed Heir to the Crows of theſe Realm:; that is, the very Net 
in the Royal Line, after Thoſe, whoſe Government is, mo- 
rally ſpeaking, inconſiſtent with the ptſſbility of the Pub. 
lick Safety. Neceſſity, Reaſon, Prudence, The Nature of 
Humane Sgeiety, The Ends of Government, The Voice of 
God, ever approving theſe Great Arguments, all- conſpired 
to promote, and to juſtify, what was done. Nothing in- 
b deed could have juſt ified the not doing it: nor could They, 
1 ho had it in their Power, ever have anſwer'd to Them. 
1 felves, or their Poſterity, the negle& of fo gteat an Oppor- 
| tunity. But, bleſſed be God, it was done: And it was done 
in ſuch a Manner, as that We can look back upon it with 
Pleaſure, as upon a Tranſa&ion, in Which the Honour of 
God, and the Intereſt of a Brave People; The Liberty of 
the Narlon, and the Preſervation of our Religion; are al 
cConcern'd: in which, a Zeal for Publick Good acted ſo no- 
ple a Part; declaring, and aſſerting a Right to the preſent 
Poſſeſſion of our Hluſtrious Prince and His Heirs, full of H. 
ncur and Glory to Themſelves, as well as of the moſt Kind) 
and Benign Influences upon the Happineſs of their Subjects 
I cannot but hope that What I have now ſaid, and parti. 
cularly this laſt Argument, drawn from the Incapaeity of 
"Papiſts to Govern this Nation, is fo convincing, that I neet 
add no more Words to prove that the ſetting aſide oh 24 of 
N e e Prince! 
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Printes, as uncapable of anſwering the Ends of Government in 
this Kingdom,as any Lunaticks could be, carries along with it 
Right, and Authority, properly fo called; is agreeable or 
rather abſolutely neceſſary to the Ends of Covberument; 
and therefore certainly approved of, by God. The Conſe- 
quence of This (allowed by All, who allow the Other, is the 
preſent Happy Settlement in the Neat Proteſtant Heirs: which I 
with no longer to ſee treated, by any who Swear to it, as 
an Lſurpat ion; or Mere Poſſeſſion; to he touched gently, and 
to be talk d of as a matter hardly defenſible, and what 
one had better be aſhamed of, than pretend to vindicate; 
but as a Matter to be Boaſted of, by All who ate concern d 


Plaineft Reaſon, and can be fupported by ſuch Evidence, as 
nothing can ſhake. | I 


I am ſure, for my own Part, I have impartially turn'd it 
over and-over again in my Thoughts; I have tried all rhe 
Objections againſt it, that I can think of; and I am more 


and morefarisfied, that it hath all the Demonſtration, in the 


way of Political Truth, which any Geomitrical Propoſition , 
hath in the Marthematicks. The Ideas are as clear; and the 
3 Conexion as viſible: N _ . do not 

ive the Higheſt Right, properly ſo called, to the 7/1ufrioug 
Rug of Hexover ; it is impoſſible to tell what Right is; 
or what the difference is between Right, and No Right: A 
Right , Ifay, to their preſent Paſeſton, thus plainly found- 


ed upanithe Neceſſities of rhe Nation, the Preſervation of it's 


Government, it's Laws and Liberties; and voguntarily de- 
clared and conſented to, over and over again,by the Repreſen- 
rarives, truly ſo called, of the People; I mean of Both thoſe 
Parties, into which it is our Unhappineſs to be divided. 
Lou ſee chen, that there was a Right, to ſet aſide King 
James the Serand, and the Claims of the whole Popifh Line, 
ariſing from their being utterly uncapable of anſwering the 
Ends of Government. There was the ſame Right to provide 
farther for aur Security. The Princeſs.of Orange therefore, 
was declared Raven : and with Her was joined, in the Re- 
gal Authority, the Prince, Her Husband ; with Her Conſent, 
and that of che Princeſs of Denman: as it was neceſſary, for 
the perfecting the Great Work, He had begun. King 


MPVilliam, and Queen Mary, being veſted with the Rigbeful 


Power of King, and Queen; I ſhould now go on to argue, 


that the whole Leg iſative Authority had a Right to Depri ve 


the Biſhops and Clergy, who at that time refuſed to give 
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the neceſſary Securities for their Allegiance ; and maintain'd 
the Popiſh Claim to the Crown ſtill, agaiſt that Government. 
But becauſe, ſince that time, the Nonjurors have not thought 
fit to be content with denying the Right of that Gowern- 
ment; but, (in order to flatt-r Thoſe whom They meant to 
deceive to their own deſtruction, with an Abſolute Indepen. 
dancy upon the State,) have eſpouſed and propagated a Ge- 
weral Principle, againſt All Lay-Deprivations 3 never heard 
of before in this Eftabliſh'd Church; nor known, at that 
time, as far as appears. by thoſe very Deprived Biſhops them- 


ſelves : I muſt therefore, follow them, 5rſt, in their Gene- 


ral Doctrine; and then, in all their terrible Conſequences, 
about Schiſm' and Damnation, by which they affrighten 


| Thoſe, whom They could not move perhaps by their o- 


ther Arguments. 5 | | | | 
This is the Second Main Branch of my Deſign. And here 


it will be proper for You, Hrſt, to know, the Nature, and 


Extent, of the Deprivation here ſpoken of; and Then, to 
conſider, in a more general way, whether this Power doth 


not, of Neceſſity, and in the Nature of the thing, belong 
to the Supreme Rightful Authority of a Nation. ; 


Before I enter upon the Firſt of theſe, (under which I 
propoſe to ſhew that this Deprivation of the Biſhops, was en- 
acted to extend to All Parts, to which the Supreme Authority 
reacheth, and not only their own Dioceſes, ).1t will be pro- 


per to remark that the Advocates of the Nonjurors contend 


againſt All Deprivation by the moſt Rightful Supreme Power, 


with a View always to the particular Dioceſes of Biſhops ; 
founding their Arguments upon their particular Relation 
to their Dioceſes; and denying to the Supreme Power, all 


Right of diſſolving that Relation: becauſe this, being all 
wich regard to the Cauſe of our Deprived Biſhops in particular, 

upon whom Their own Conduct entirely depends, ) may 
furniſh Us with an Obſervation or Two, of forme Importance. 
For here, it ought to be confider'd what our Conſtitution is, 


under which theſe Biſhops accepted their Epiſcopal Dignities; 


and what They Themſelves had acknowledged upon this 


Subject. ; 


And indeed, as to this particular Branch of our Conſtitu- 


_ ion, it is manifeſt that, whatever Powor, or Authority, is 


conferr'd upon Biſhops, by Spiritual Perſons, at their Conſe- 
eration ; yet, the Right of executing, or exerciſing this, in 
their particular Dioceſes, ariſeth originally from the Nomi- 
zation of the King. This Nomination 15 veſted inthe Gy, 
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by the Law: and is ultimately reſolved into the Supreme 
Authority of the Nation. Cenſequently, therefore, as They 
allow, that what is given, may be taken away, by the ſame 
Authority; the Right to execute the Epiſcopal Office in a par- 
ticular Dioceſe, coming in our Conſtitution, from the Civil 
Power, may be taken away, upon great Occaſions, by the 
ſame Supreme Power... 5 
The Point here is not, whether this be Right and Fitting = 
But whether This were not, in Fact, Our Conſtitution, when 
the Deprived Biſhops were firſt veſted with their Eccleſi- 
aſtical Authority; and acknowledged ſo to be, by Them- 
ſelves. One need not appeal to Them, if any of them were 
living. All the World knows that They themſelves had, 
upon their Knees, ſolemnly and devoutly acknowledg'd, _ 
that They had, and held their Biſhopricks, and the Poſſeſſion of 
the ſame, entirely, as well the Spiritualities, Temporalities 
| thereof, only of the King's Majeſty, and of the Imperial Crown of 
| this His Majeſty's Realm. This They had ſolemnly ſworn : 
| And by the Spiritualit ies, nothing leſs could be meant, than 
the Relation between Them, and the Church, or Chriſtian 
Clergy and People, of That Dioceſe, to which the King had. 
nominated Them. From hence it follows that the New- in- 
vented General Principle of the Nonjurors, cannot poſhibly 
| help the Cauſe of Thoſe Biſhops, who, by their own ſolemn 
Acknowledgment, could not but believe, (whatever They 
thought of the Power then in Poſſeſſion,) that the Rightful 
| Civil Power was veſted with ſufficient Authority to deprive. 
Them: Becauſe, whatever They believed Themſelves to 
hold ſolely from that Civil Power, They could not but 
believe, They might be deprived of, by the ſame Civil 
Power: That is, according to their own Solemn Oath, the 
| Spiritualities, as well as Temporalities, of their Reſpectiwe 
Dioceſes. To return. N 
I. As to the Nature, and Extent, of the Depri vation here 
ſpoken of; rheſe will appear moſt plainly, by ſe:ting down 
the very Words of the Ad of Parliament, by which this 
particular Deprivation now ſpoken of, was Enafed : And 
They are theſe. And be it further enacted by the Authority 
= aforeſaid, that if any Arch-Biſhop, or Biſhop, or any other 
oy Perſon now having any Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, Benefice, or 
Promotion, ſhall neglect or refuſe to take the Oaths, by this 
Add appointed to be taken, in ſuch a manner az by this Act is 
I irected, before the Firſt DAY of AUGUST, in the Year One 
bouſand, fix hundred, eighty nine, every ſuch Perſon and 1 
5 ons, 
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ſons, ſo neglecting or refuſing, ſhall be, and ic, and are, hereby 
declared and adjuged to be ſuſpended from the Execution of his or 

their Office, by the ſpace of fix Months, to be accounted from the 
ſaid fit day of Auguſt : and if the ſaid Perſon, or Perſons, ( 
having neglected or refuſed, ) ſhall not within the ſaid ſix Month; 
take the ſaid Oarhs in ſuch manner,Court, or Place, as they ought 
to have taken the ſame before the ſaid firſt day of Auguſt ; Then 
He or They fball be ipſo facto deprived, and is, aud are hereby 
#juged to be deprived of His and Their Offices, Benefices, 
Dignities, and Promotions Eccleſiaſtical. 1 
I be f/f Point here to be obſerved is, That, upon their 
firſt Refuſal, They were Suſpended from the Execution of their 
Office for ſix Months, that is, from the Exerciſe of their Fun. 
#ion, every where, where They could with any Right exer. 
cife it before; and every where equally, where their Exer. 
cife of it would equally affect the Civil Gomerument: The 
Defign of the 4# being to guard againſt Them, in every 
Part of the Nation equally. From hence therefore, it aps 
Pears that, upon their Final Refuſal, their Deprivation was 
deſigned and enadted to be like wiſe a Total Depriuation from; 
the Exerciſe of their Office, where- ever the Authority of the 
Supreme Power extended it ſelf. For it is abſurd, to ſuppoſe 
that the Final Deprivation was not to extend it {elf as far, u 
the former Suſpenſion, which was but for a Term: Both being 
intended for the fame Purpoſe. Nay, the very Words of 
the At declare Them to be Deprived from their Officer, u 
well as their Dignities, &c. This then is the Depri uat ion here 
ſpoken of. A Deprivation from that Right to execute t heir Of 
Fee, or exerciſe their Funct ian, which they once had : Ani 
" this, extended to All Parts of the Nation equally. To ſup. 
Pole the contrary ; viz. that this Depriuation reached only 
to their own Dioceſes, but that They might fil, by ſome 
Means, or other, execute their Offices, in all Parts of then, 
zin any or All other Diocefes, except their own; is to ſuppoſe : 
the Ad made in 70%; and ſo, as to deſtroy its own Intent, 
by Enacting, that I hefe Perſons ſhould have no Right to: 
tempt to diſturb, or ruin, the Nation, in heir om Dioceſe; 
but might diſturb, and endenger it, as much as They ple. 
fed, in All other Parts of:the Nation. 
T have remark'd this, chiefly with a View to that Nin 
that this Deprivation by the Supreme Pomer, took not ava Will 
from the Dprived Bijbeps their Right to execute the even! 
Parts of the Eprſcopsl Office, in any other Parts of the N. 
tion, except their own-Diocefes ; From ps 
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likewiſe, that any Miniſter of a Pariſh was deprived, by this 
A#,From offioiating, only in ene particular Parith ; bur that 
He had ſtill remaining in Him, notwithſtanding the Ci? 
Power, the Right of Officiating, in all other Pariſhes of the 
Kinzdom, where He could proctre a -Permiſfion,,or Connivanc» 
from any Biſbop. This, I confefs, is not the Nlea of the Now. 
jurors themſelves, who never permit Themſelves even to 
make the Suppoſit ion of Any Right in the Civil Power to de- 
prive a Biſhop from his Offce, tho it be within the Limits of 
His own Dioceſe only: but of Some who profeſſedly, and, 
I dare fay, very ſincerely, oppoſe them. But, as this is ſo 
far from defend ing the particular Deprivation by that Ac of 
Parliament here ſpoken of, that it doth, in Truth, unwarily 
deſtroy the whole Intent of it; and leave the Supreme Power 
really deſtitute of all Self. Defence againſt Thoſe, who might 
by this Allowance effectually ruin it: I hope, upon theſe 
Accounts, I ſhall not be cenſur'd for endeavouring to de- 
fend the Deprivation, as it is in Fat, and as it ouglit to be, 
in my own Judgment, for the anſwering the En of it, in 
any tolerable Degree. It is that Ad of the Supreme Power, 
which is the Point in queſtion. 1: find, both from the Words, 
and from the ſole Intent of thoſe particular Clauſes in it re- 
lating to this Marter, that the Sufpenſton, and Deprivation, 
were om the Execution lof he Office, in All parts of the Na- 
tion equally. Ithink nothing leſs than this, would have 
been of any Importance to the Nations Security: And 
therefore, it is this, which I am concerned to juſtiſy, in the 
deſt manner I can. 1 Bs 
But here, as I pafs, I can't forbear to take notice of what 
appears to be the Prejudice, which gives the fr wrong 
Impreſſion, and Frſe leads Men's Thoughts out of the Way, 
upon this Sub jet: And that is, the Notion of Something in 
this Matter which the Supreme Power cannot take away, be- 
cauſe it neither could, nor did, give it. It is enough here 
to put Theſe in Mind, who, by confining the Depri vat ian 
here ſpoken of, leave much more to the Deprived Biſbops. 
for the endangering the State, than they will allow the A 
to take from Them, that the ſame way of arguing Will 
deſtroy even their own Deſign, and give back to the De- 
pri ved Biſbops, that little alſo, which They ſeem willing 
ſhould be taken from them. | 
They ſay, They are deprived of their particular Relation 
to their particular Biſbopricks; and conſequently of their 
Right to perform their Offices in them. But not of their 
V 1 1 9 | | General 
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General Right to execute the Epiſcopal Office in other Places: 
Becauſe what the Civil Power cannot give, it cannot take a, 
way. But I would beg that it might be conſider'd, that 
the Biſbops Right to exerciſe their Spiritual Powers, in their 
own particular Dloceſes, can no more be taken away, if 
this Reaſoning be good, than the Exerciſe of them in o. 
ther parts of the Nation. If this Right be entirely Spiritual, 
and conferr'd ſolely by Ged ; it muſt be allowed to be e- 
qually ſo, both with relation to a particular Droceſe, and 
to the other parts of the Nation. For I ſuppoſe, No One 
maintains this Right to Execute their Office, to be a Con- 
Poſition, made up of Two Parts; the One Spiritual, cons 
ferr'd upon them by a Spiritual Authority for all other Parts 
of the Nation: and the Other, of a Civil Nature, conferr'd 
by the Civil Authority, for their own Dioceſes, Conſequent- 
Jy, if They may lawfully be deprived of this Right, in 
their own Dioceſes; they may as lawfully be deprived of it, 
in Others: And again, If they cannot lawfully be deprive] 
of it, in All others, becauſe this Right, is of a Spiritual Na- 
ture, and not conferr'd by the Civil Power ; then not i 
their own ; which yet 1s contended for. For the tl 
ment, being drawn from the Nature of the Right, and the 
Inability of the Civil Power to take away, what it did not 
give, holds as ſtrongly againſt the taking it away in one 
place, as in another. They therefore, cannot but allow of a 
Total Deprivation, as tathe Right of Executing the Office, who 
maintain the Rightfulneſs of that Partial Deprivation which 
They allow to extend juſtly throughout a particular B 
_ Þri&, or Dioceſe. ' This appears more plainly, in the Caſe of 
Parochial Miniſtert. For how unreaſonable, and, in truth, 
how inſignificant, is it to ſay, that the Civil Power may in- 
deed deprive a Man from the Right of Executing his Office 
in his own Que Pariſh ; but hath no Authority to deprive 
Him of it, any where elſe; but, notwithſtanding any thing 
the Civil Power can do, He may do what Michief He can, 
in the Execution of his Office, in all other Pariſhes, but 
his own. The ſame holds exactly in the Caſe of more, or 
Jeſs, extended deprivations of Bijhops. I | 
If this, therefore, be the Argument, that the Civil Autho- 
rity cannot take away Spiritual Powers, which it never gave; 
or make any Perſon totally ceaſe to be a Biſhop ; there are 
Two Ways, I think; of fatisfying rhoſe Worthy Perſons who 
argue in this manner. For, firſt, if They would attend to 
it, They would find that the Deprivation of Greater Extent 
Ss | SE 
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oh 3s no more the taking away of Spiritual Powers, than the o: 
Thy ther ; and that the Deprivation from a Right to execute the - 
it Epiſcopal Office, in All Dioceſes, and parts of the Britiſb Domi- 
o, nr, makes the Man no more totally ceaſe to be a Chirſti- 
al, Biſhop, than the ſame ſort of Deprivation confined to his 
e. own former Dioceſe ; no more totally rakes away the Epi. 
ind h Character than the Other. This will appear more 
Ine MN clearly, if we put the Caſe of one of theſe Biſhops, Depri ved, 


28 is here ſaid, from his Office, only in his own particular 
on Dioceſe; and ſill living within the Bounds of that Dzoceſe + 
ices Fhich was indeed the Caſe of Biſhop Frampten. For, if he 
rd ſtill remains a Chriſtian Biſbop, in that Diſtrid, within the 
nt. Bounds of which He is rightfully debarr'd from his Office; 
in then, the Deprivation from the Execution of his Office with- 
it, Nin thoſe Bounds doth not make h im ceaſe to be a Chriſtiare 
ve! bop, even within Thoſe Bounds. Conſequently, neither 
Na- will a more extended Deprivation, make Him ceaſe to be a 
ay hriftian Biſbop,tho' it depriveHim of the Right of executing 
| is Office all over the Nation: becauſe a Deprivation, extend- 
che ed throughout a whole Country, can have no other Effect, 
not or Conſequence, in the whole, than a Deprivation, conſin- 
ed to any one Part of it, can have, in that ove Part. This 
of: may belp to ſhew, that there is no Real Difference, as to this 
who Point, in Deprivations of a larger, and of a ſmaller Extent. 
Ned But in truth, neither in the One, nor the Other, doth the 
De ,- Power concern it itſelf at all with the Powers, or Capa- 
ſeor ties, within: but only takes care that They ſhall not be 
uth, Nexerted to the Hazard of the Pablick committed to its Care. 
in. And if it be awful, for the Safety of the Publick, to deprive 
ce or binder, from the Execution of Spiritual Offices, within a par- 
rive ticular Dioceſe, or a particular Pariſh ; as is here allowed: 
bing It cannot but be equally lawful, to deprive from the Execu- 
can, tion of the ſame Offices, in All Dioceſes, and all Parts of the 
but Kingdom, if the ſame Safety of the Whole equally require 
, of Nit. And that it doth equally require it, is as evident as 
poſſible, both from the Nature of the Thing; and from 
thi. the Practice and Principles of our Nonjurors. | 
ave; But again, Secondly, Suppoſing that either in the One or 
are Ober, or Both of theſe Deprivations, Total and Partial, it 
who MW ſhould be implied, that the Civil Power takes away, what it 
never gave; it is worth while to remark, that this is no 
manner of Argument againſt the Rightrfulneſs of the Thing; as 
appears plainly in the Caſe of Property and of Life itſelf, It 
is evident that, in the nature of the thing, private Property 
| * 9 


Ke that they who think thus, will find it very hard to prove 


'” faid, that the General Scheme of our preſent Noxjurors, is à 


3 6 
is beforee the inſtitution of a Setrled Governments: becauſe 
the great End of that Inſtitution is the preſervation of that il ** 
Property. It is not Given, but ſecured, by the Civil: Power, ſe! 
But the Civil Power can by force, and by right, take away: 
the Part, or the Whole, of the Property. 1 Mem. ee. 


bers, when that bscomes abſolutely neceſſary for the Safe. th 
ty of the Whole. And ſo, can take away, what it never “ 
gave. The ſame may be ſaid exaQlyas toLife itſelf; which the . 


Civil Power rightfully takes away, (tho' it never gave it) 
for the Good of the whole. From hence it follows, that I ®' 
Tho the Right to exerciſe an Ecclefiaftical Office be not ſup- 1 
poſed to come, in the leaft degree, from the Civil Power; © 
yet it may be taken away by the Supreme Civil Power, juſlk MW 
_ as Life and Property; and upon the ſame Account, wiz if 
the continuance of it be. inconſiſtent with the Safety ot the £®? 
Whole: and this not by. any Spiritual Power, but by a 1 
Right inherent in it, and infeparable from it, to guard the d 
Society from being undone by Eccleſiaſtical Officers, as well be 
as by Lay- men · TEN „ "of bf. 
But if, notwithſtanding All this, Any Perſons will con- | 
tend that the Supreme Power, oven ſuppoſing it to be 
\ Rightfu}, cannot deprive, debar, or hinder, (for we do . 
not diſpute about the Words, but the Thing) its profeſs'd 
Enemies from Executing their Spiritual Offices, in ſuch . 
Senſe, but that there will ſtill remain, in the Biſhops, and 
 Elergy, fo deprived, a Right, properly ſo called, to 27 
cute their Offices, as They fhall judge fit; I ſhall only add, 


that They Themſelves have any Right, either to blame the 
Non juror: * doing what, according to Themſelves, They 
have a Right to do; or, to join with Thoſe, who have 
been fer up in oppoſition to their Biſbops and Clergy, whom 
They thus acknowledge to have had a Right to execute | 
their ſeveral Offices, even to the manifeſt hazard of the 
Publick ; and a Right not to be controlld by that Right 
Which the Supreme Power hath to All Things neceſlary 
for its own Defence and Preſcrvation, | 
You will by this time ſee plainly, from what hath been 


New. invented Engine of courting Some amongſt Us to their 
own Ruin; never thought of, nor believed, at the time 
of their Deprivation, by thofe very Biſhops, in whoſe Cauſe 
it is ſo much pleaded ; and, if we may judge by what They 
had folemnly declared, probably abhorred by Them. * 
N 5 0 


Can) 
0 the Arguthent which They could make uſe of, in this Caf 
was, The want of Authority in the Civil Power then in poſ- 


it ſeſſion: But not, the want of Autbority in the Civil Power, 

7 WE foppoſing it to be the Righrful Power. And as to that Mat. 
| Ars 

er, I think, I have ſhewn you that the Sapreme Civil Power, 

then in poſſeſſion, had as plain, and evident a Right as the 

© WM tternal Law of God can give to any Government. 


1 Lou ſee likewiſe that the Controverſy is now turn d to that 

" WM General Printiple, which denies this Right, as much to the 
50 moſt Rightful Civil Power, as to the moſt Unrightful. 
» BB. Having therefore now, as I paſſed, remark d what was our 
P. declared Conftiturion, ever ſince the Reformation , and known 
and acknowledg'd fo to be, by Thoſe very deprived Biſhops, 
who are greatly injur'd by this New Defenſe of their Bollowers ; 
ind having ſhewn you, from the very Words of the 48 of 
Parliament, the Nature and Extent of the Deprivation Enacted 
by it; I am now much more willing, | 

II. To ſpeak of it, with a general View to 41 Civil Power; 
becauſe this will moſt effectually anſwer all the Pretences of 
bf our Adverſaries; and to ſhew you, if I can, where the 
Truth, and where the Fallacy lies, in this Part of the De- 
bate : which now gives us leave to ſuppoſe the Civil Powe 
er to have all the Right poflible. | 

What I have to ſay will reſt upon this unconteſted Prin- 
ciple : that every Civil Government, hath Right to every 
Thing neceſfary for its own Defence, and Preſervation. 
The Goſpel hath not made the leaſt Alteration, either in the 
Pretentions, or Rights, of Civil Goverments. From whence 
therefore, will follow another Main Point, That no Pow. }| + 
ers given by the Goſpel to any of its Minifters, can in- 
clude any Thing in them, inconſiſtent with the Safety and 
Preſervation of the Civil Government. Theſe are fo cer- 
tain Maxims, and fo allowed by All; that, whatever Pow- 
ers, or Privileges, are claim'd by any Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 
contrary to theſe, let them be what they will, muſt be 
Groundleſs, and founded upon certain Miftakes and Miſre- 
preſentations of Seriptere. The Arguments therefore, which, 
I am well aſſured, will never fail you, in this Controverſy, 
are theſe, which follow. And, however our Adverſaries 
may diſturb, or confound you, with Hard Words, and 
Long Stories of Tranſactions of Weak Men, in ſeveral 
iges, which it is eaſy to alledge equally on each ſide of e- 
ery ſuch Queſtion ; and which, therefore, prove nothing: 
ere You will find a Reſting-place, and a ſtrong Retreat, 
which They cannot ſhake. W hatever 
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Whatever is neceſſary to the preſefvation of a Civil Go. 
vernment, or to the hindrance of its DeſtruQion, is in- 
| cluded in the Notion of it. fe 

But, to hinder effectually it's profeſs'd Enemies from 
praying to God, for it's DefiruQtion ; and inſtructing their 
Hearers, in what leads and obligeth Them to ruin it; this 
is abſolutely neceſſary for its Preſervation, We 
Therefore, this is included in the very Notion of Civil 
_ Government. | 
That this was the Caſe in our Nation, is plain; and tht 
it may be the Caſe in other Nations, is as plain: And 


therefore, the Argument holds good againſt the General 


Dectrine of our Adverſaries. To proceed, 2 
Whatever is neceſſary to hinder the profeſs'd Enemies of 
a Civil Government from acting ſuch a Part to its ruin, is 
within the reach of the Civil Power. Ao = 
- Bur the Deprivation, here ſpoken of, is nothing but an; 
ether Word for it; nothing but the very leaſt of what was 
neceſſary to the hindrance of that Evil . 
Therefore, That Deprivation is included in the Right, 
which is lodged in Civil Government, for its own necel. 
fary Defence, and Preſervation. | 
The Abſurdity of the contrary Method, will appear, by 
fuppoſiug that the Supreme Civil Power had permitted its 
open Enemies, who ſet up another Civil Power, in oppoſi- 
tion to it, to enjoy their Biſhopricks, and the Rights of 
Them; and Them and their Clergy, to be every Day, in 
their Publick Congregations, (as their Conſciences would 
oblige them, Praying and Preaching for another King, and 
againſt the preſent, with all their Zeal and Might. That 
Civil Government which had ſuffer'd this, had ſuffer'd its 
own immediate Ruin; and betray'd itsown Rights. Again, 
Every degree of Treafon is equally within the Authority 
of the Supreme Civil Power, effectually to prevent. And 
conſequently, to prevent the Publick Avowal of its own 
Ruin, and Deſtruction: which is certainly, in the Nature 
of the thing, Treaſon. This muſt be granted, upon the Sup 
poſition of Treaſon; and therefore deſtroys the Genen 
Principle of the Nonjarors : as I ſhall ſhew preſently. 
But in applying it particularly, I confeſs, I do not a 
prehend what a late Author, on that Side, means, by ſa 
ing, that the Worſt of their Enemies, do not charge the 
with the ſame Treaſon, or the ſame ſort of Treaſon, wild 
He owns Abiathar to have been guilty of, f 
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which plainly conſiſted only in his having been in the 
Intereſt Of a Competitor for the Crown. Caſe o Schiſm, p. 19. 
If He means by the Worſt of their Enemies, Thoſe who 


* barely ſubmit to the preſent Godeynmient, without think- 
gre ing it to have any Right on its Side ; I believe it may. be 


true, that They are cautious of charging that Crimeup- 
cirion a Party of Men, whom They hardly think ſo much 
as miſtaken. But as I rather think, He would call Thoſe 
I this ! the Worſt of their Enemies, who differ moſt from Them; 
And and who truly think the preſent Eſtabl ſpment veſted with 
ener All the Right that God and Man can give: I muſt aſſure 
Aim, that We are obliged, - by our Principles, to think 
ies of Their Prayers and Preaching to he Treaſon; as they imply 
in, i in them, according to Dr. Hicks himſelf, not only an Op- 
poſition to our Government, but à Solemn Curſing of it; 
ut an. and That a Civil Government, in it's Care of it's own Pre- 
it wat ee . can make no Difference between That, and Otber 
Rice The Civil Power hath a Right to hinder, by Force, All 
Necels Treaſon and Sedition. Praying, and Preaching publickly againſt 
ar. the State; Teaching and preſlingRebellion againſt this State; 
red ig; Not allowing Any ſo much as to communicate, in the pub- 
proſe. fl 1 Offices of Religion, who are not reſolved Enemies to 
hes of hs State; Declaring God's Wrath againſt Al who ſup- 
a0, in port it: What are Theſe, but Treaſon, made ten times hot- 
would #r by Twp. 2a And what is Treaſon, if theſe are not 
g, and Branches of it? Now, This is the Avowed Reſult of the 
Tha Nonjurors Adhering to the Popſb Line. To hinder this, 
rd is was abſolutely. neceſſary for the ſafety of the Sate. The 
Again leaſt thing, neceflary for this hindrance, was Deprivation : 
horit i Which is, in Truth, Nothing but the bindring, an d for- 
Aud bidding that, without the hindring of which, This muſt 


— 


ts ONUS have been the Public and Open Procedure: of it's Enemies; 
Natur: and the hindring it, without proceeding to the Extremities 
by . of perſonal Impriſonment, or Baniſhment, In this, the Lay- 
zl power takes nothing to it ſelf, as a Spiritual Officer in the 
E or u reh but ſolely; as endowed with a Power, and Right, 
by ſal ** preſerve it ſelt. PEEL RED | 
„ then They muſt be very weak, who are blinded in this Ar- 
wad ment by the Word Deprivation, which happens to be an 
Solon Keccleſiaſtical Term of Art. The Depr.vation We are now 
Wü ö * | 


{peaking . 


v . 
. of, is nothing but hindring Treaſon by Force, 
And that can belong to no Power, but the Civil Power, The 
only Anſtwer here can be, that this can belong to none 
but a Rightſul Civil Poayer. That | maintain the preſent Eſta- 
 B-foment to be. But here, this Anſwer is of no Importance, 
becauſe it muſt be remember d, that We are now ſpeak- 
ing of that General Principle, which denies this Right e- 
qually to the moſt Rigbiſul, and the moſt Unrightful Ci- 
vil Power. To proceed, A i bn” 
| Whatever Power hath a Right to do a greater Thing, 
which includes in it a % hath a Right to do the leſs, in- 
cluded in it. The Civil Power hath a Right to do a great- 
er Thing, which includes Deprivation. And therefore, 
| hath a Right to do the leſs. A Rightful Civil Power hath 
2 Right, for the Defence of the Pwublick, to Impriſon, to 
Baniſh, or to Execute, any Eccleſiaſtical Officer, as well as 
any of the Laity: and conſequent * to hinder Him from 
the Actual Exerciſe of his Office, if that will ſufficiently 
tonſult the Safety of the Whole. 
This, tho very evident, wants à little Explication ; 
becauſe our Adverſaries grant the One, and deny the 0- 
aber. Biſhops, lay they, may be Impriſon d, Baniſb d, Fined, 
pat to Death, for the ſame Reaſons Of State, for which the 
Laity may ; but they may not be deprived. Now, all this 
is, in truth, nothing but playing with Words. For what 
is this Deprivation, to which the Civil Power pretends to a 
- Right, but, in truth, and in reality, as mach a Civil Puniſh 
ment, upon a Civil Account, as any of the Others ? Remem- 
ber that the Suppoſition here, is allow'd by Themſelves, 
of a Rightfe] Civil Power, This Rightful Civil Poxver, there- 
fore, makes a Læw, that All Eclefpaſlical Perſons, refuſing 
to give Security of their Atesiance, (which is known to 
ariſe only from the Obligation they think themſelves un- 
der, of ⁊ealouſly adhering to a contrary Power, and op- 
poſing this,) ſhall not exerciſe their Eccleſiaſtical Offices, 
to the Ruin of this Civil Power. To ſay, that the Ci 
vi Power may Impriſon, or may Baniſb them, or the like; 

but may not do this; is to ſay, that the Civil Power ma 
not chute any Puniſhment, but the moſt Extreme: It is 
to ſay, The Civil Pocber may impriſon an Eccleſtaſtic totally, but 
not partially; may baniſh an Eccleſieſtic out of the whole 
; „„on Kingdom, 


Kingdom, but not out of a pars of it. For what indeed, 
and in effect, is this particular Deprivation of an Fecleſeaſticz 
but a partial Impriſonment, as it is an hindrance from the 
Actual Exerciſe of his Function, as uſual ? What is it, bur 
2 partial Baniſhment from his former Station in the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies ? The calling this a Deprivation, a thouſand 
times over, alters not the Cale at all. All the World 
knows, that the ſort of it, We are now ſpeaking of; 
was no other than this ; a Law of the Supreme Civil Power, 
acting upon a Civil Bottom, for the preſervation of the 
Whole ; claiming only the Poauer of that Preſervation, and 
of Defence againſt Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as well as others ; 
and chuſing this Method, rather than the Extremiiy of 
other Methods ; Well knowing, that a Right to the Greater, 
includes in it a Right to the Leſs. Nor will the calling 
it, (in the more beloved Language,) the Dethronization 
of Spiritual Princes, help the Matter at all. The buſineſs 


of the Supreme Civil Pocver (ſuppoſed here to be Righiful,) 


is effectually to guard what is committed to its Care. 
If the Conſequence of that, be, the Dethroning of Spiritu- 


4 Princes, who threaten its ruin; this is no more againſt 


that Rigbt, than the Detbroning of Co-ordinate Temporal Prin- 


ces, when That becomes neceſſary to the ſame End. But 


it is indeed, no more than the hindring of Temporal Sub- 
je#s, (for {uch Spiritual Princes are allowed to be,) from 


4 


ruining their Civil Governours, This is all that the Civil 


Pocuer hath done. And whatever follows from that by 


Conſequence, the Civil Power cannot help; nor is it at all 


concern'd about. . £4 
Let us now conſider Two Inftances, which may ſerve to 
help Us more eafily to conceive this Matter. The One 
is that of Solomon; the Other that of St. John Chryſoſtom, 
frequently mentioned by our Adverſaries. | 


I. Solomon, in defence of his own Right, and the State in 


which He was King, deprived Abiathar ; thruſt Him out by 


Force, from being Prieft unto the Lord : which He was, 


before this. If this were not a Deprivation from a Right 


- to Exerciſe an Eccleſiaſtical Office, there never was an In- 
ſtance of a Deprivation in the World. If you will believe 
our Adverſaries themſelves, He might juſtly have im- 


priſon d Him; or bariſp'd Him out of the Conniry; cr even 
* Tum; OL 047 Him o Vouny 5 "of 
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executed Him. But he choſe this, as a ger Puniſhment, 


and gives his Reaſon for not going to greater Extremit) 
with him. I. Kings 2. 26. Solomon, therefore, thought He 
had a Right to this, included in his Right to the other ; as 
a leſſer in a greater. From hence the Argument is plain, 
If a Rightful Civil Power hath a Right to impriſon, or to 


execute, for the Safety of the Publick ; much more hath it 


a Right to what is lefs: that is, the thruſting out, or hindring 
by Torce, any Eccleſiaſtical Officer from the Actual Exerciſe 


of his Office. I ſhall confider, and explain, this Pro- 


ceeding of Solomon, more fully, in the following Pages. 
I mention it now, as it juſtifies me in the preſent Argu- 
ment, that a Right to execute, or impriſon, or baniſh, implies 
in it a Right to remove an Eccleſiaſtic from a Place of too great 
Power and Truſt, to be left in the Hands of a Traytor : which 
one of the Nonjurors allows to have been the Caſe of 46i- 
athar, and overthrows his whole Deſign by ft. 
2. The Inſtance of St. Fohn Chriſoſtom, They often in 
vain mention; and in contradiction to ben lelves, and 
their own Principles. He was baniſhed: And baniſbed, for 
for ſpeaking againſt the Empreſs. And They argue, in 
8 for the Advantage of their own Caule ; becauſe 
is Succeſſor was an Uſurper, not to be adhered to. But, 


granting this, what is this to their Caufe? Let us ſup- 


poſe Him to have been a profeſs'd Enemy to the State, 
meeting with his People conſtantly to Pray, and Preach, 
with the utmoſt Zeal, againſt the Righiful Emperoar 
and, in conſequence of his Notions, ſetting up Another, 


and denying Communion to, All who would not join 


with him againſt the Emperour. Let them put this Caſe; 


and they anſwer themſelves, That the Emperour had a 


Right, nay, might be obliged in Duty to Baniſb him, in 


defence of the Publick : In which, his Deprivation would 
have been ſo neceſſarily implied, that his Se muſt have 
been Vacant; and Another might have been rightfully 
put into it, according to their own Notions ; if done 


according to the Local Conſtitutions of that Church. Had 


he been barniſh'd for Treaſon, by a Rightful Civil Power ; 
then his Caſe had been ſomething to this Cauſe ; but 
entirely againſt their main Principle, even by their own 


_ Confeſſion, But as it is, it is nothing at all to the pur- 


Fe 


pole ; 
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rove that, by their way of argu- 
rom it, the Civil Power can no more baniſh, than de- 


poſe ; unleſs it be to 
ing 7 


prive, contrary to their own Allowance. Ta proceed, 


Whatever belonged to Civil Government, {till belongs 
to it by the Mill of God ; and is not touched by any Rule 
of Practice, or Order of Miniſters, inſtituted by Tai a On- 
ly, the General Obligation of Obedience declared to 
lie upon every Soul; and this Declaration made for the 
ſake of Weak Chriſtians, who miſunderſtood and miſre- 
preſented, the Liberty of the Goſpel. Now again, a par- 
ticular Set of Chriſtians ; and, (what is the great Wonder) 
a Set of Chriſtians, who upon other Occaſions magnify 


the Office of the Civil Magiſtrate to an Abſolute Uncontrollable 


Heighth, againſt their Adverſaries; taking away with ons 
hn. what they ſo liberally. beſtow with the Other; 
plead an Exemption for themſelves ; and plainly prove 
that They mean their Doctrines of Submiſſion, for Others, 
and not for Themſelves. For it is in truth, in effect, and 
in Conſequence, an Exemption from Civil Government, if 
they can, under the pretence of Spiritual Privileges, and 
Fcelsiaftical Offices, bring the World to think that the Ci- 
vil Government hath no Right to hinder Them, (tho' it may, 
hinder the Laity) from deſtroying it, For it is indeed, 
to ſay that, in other Words. I DS, 
We are often told that Kings, Princes, and States, by be- 
coming Chriſtian, get nothing, but the Great Privilege of be- 


ing Subjects, not only to Chriſt and his Goſpel; (which, 1 


maſt ſay, are Words ſeldom mention'd by our Adverſaries, 
with any ſuch Concern as ſome others are,) but to Eccleſi- 
aſtical Princes: Whom, by calling his Vice-gerents, the 

think to veſt with 4% that Authority which He himſelf 
claim'd ; nay, I will venture to ſay, in ſome Inſtances 

with more mere Authority than he himſelf ever claim'd. I 
will not here diſpute this Point with Them; nor enter 
into that Heap of Abſurdities, and (in my Judgment) Blaſ- 
phemies, Which are implied in this enormous Claim, I will 
only plead, in favour of Kings, Princes, and States, that 
they may loſe nothing by being Chriſtian ; and ſhall think 
it enough in the preſent Argument, to argue from their 
own bountiful Conceſſion, that Eccleſiaſtical Princes, or B.- 
ſoqps, have no Right to 48 Princes, or ruin States. 
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And my firſt Argument here, is this. Whatſbever 2 
Heatben had a Right to do, in his own defence, That the 
fame King becoming Chriſtian, hath a Rieht to do. But 
vppoſing, for inſtance, One of the firſt Chriſtian Biſhops, 
be having himſelf fo in all his Spiritual Offices, as to Sale 
and confirm the Temporal Subjects of the Emperour, his 
ſettled ſworn Enemies, upon Principle; and in an Inte- 
reſt directly oppoſite to his : This Emperour would have 
a Right to defend himſelf; and by virtue of this, as our 
Adverſavies own, to baniſh or impriſon for ever, or even exe- 
cite this Biſhop ; in which is implied as [ have juſt now 
ſhew'd, his Deprivation, and the acancy of his See. 'The 
ſame Emperour therefore, loſing no Civil Right, by becom- 
ing Chriſtian, hath a Right to the ſame Self-defence : of 
Which the other is only the unavoidable Conſequence. 
Again, Whatever Solomon, or any other Few'ſb King, 
had à Right to; the ſame remains to that Prince, ſup- 
| Pofing him to become Cbriſtian. But Solomon had a Right 

as he plainly faith of himſelf, to have put Abiathar to 
death, as a State-Enemy ; and included in that a Right to 
_ #bruſt him from his Eccleſiaſtical Office by Force. The ſame 
Rght therefore remains to Solomon, ſuppoſed a Chriſtian, 
which was in him as a Civil Governour TER A Few. 'The 
ſame is to be faid of all Supreme Civil Powers. 

From the Conceſſion of our Adverſaries, that Biſhops have 
no Right to depoſe or ruin Kings or States, (ſuppoſed here 
to be Righiful,) the Argument neceſſarily ſtands thus, 
If Eccleſinſtical Princes have no Right to ruin the Supreme 
Civil Potver; then the Supreme Civil Power hath a Right to 
defend it ſelf againſt them, by Force, whenever that 
Ruin or that Diſpoſition, ( for they are only different 
Words ſor the ſame thing) is threaten'd and profeſs'd : 
And conſequently, a Right to every thing neceſſary for 
that Self-defence. The Civil Power therefore, may rightful- 
Ty hinder by Force, their Actual Exerciſe of their Office in pul- 
- tick ; whenever it is exerciſed ſo as to teach, and incul- 
cate upon their Followers, as well as to pray to God 
earneſtly for the Ruin of that Civil Power, and the Prof- 
perity of it's Enemies. This hindring by Force, is the De- 
privation now ſpoken of; and is the Conſequence of that 
Conceſſion, Becaufe it is evident, that ſuppoſing a Civil 
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Power not to have this Right, it follows, that Biſhops have 
a Right not to be controll'd to ruin States and Kingdoms 
by their Conduct in their Offices; that is, to depoſe 
Kings in reality; which is contrary to the thing grant- 
ed. Turn it over a thouſand times, I am certain you 
will find the one or the other true; unleſs you ſuffer your 
ſelves to be miſled by the ſound of Words. Either 
Kings and States have a Right to depoſe Biſhops in Caſes 
now mentioned ; or, B Joops have a Right to depeſe Kings, 
and overturn States, But this is denied at preſent at 
leaſt by our Nonjurors themſelves. Therefore the former 
muſt true. CCC ; | 3 
To proceed, As God approves of every 113 neceſſa- 
ry to Civil Government, it is neceſſarily implied in that, 
that he approves of no Powers or Fog in any Per- 
ſons upor Farth, which are in ſuch Senſe Independent up- 
on it, as to be inconſiſtent with it. And therefore, when 
any of our Adverſaries aſſault you with High Encomiums © 
Eccleſiaſtical Offices ; and extol to the Skies the Powers and 
Privileges of Clergy-men 5 debaſing every Thing below | 
them: Aſſure them, That you are ready to pay all due 
Re ſpect to them, in the Execution of the Good Work and 
Holy Office, they have undertaken : But remember at the 
fame time, „„ | Os 
Whatever Powers and Privileges, (be they of never ſa 
high a Nature) belong to :Cleygy-men, mult come from 
Cod and Chriſt. But God, and Chnift, cannot give them any 
Powers or Priuileges, in ſuch ſenſe, Independent upon Civil Go- 
vernment, as to be inconſiſtent with it 5 becaule They can- 
not encourage any thing incanſiſtent with what they ap- 
prove of, in every Country of the Werld equally, 
Therefore, no {ſuch Powers and Pr:wileges can belong to 
any Body of Men, as imply in them that the Swprewe 
Civil Power hath not a Right to every thing neceſſary r 
prevent its own Deſtruction. „ 
There can conſequently nothing be implied in the 
Powers or Privileges of Clergy-men, to hinder the Supreme 
Civil Power from depriving them; if that Deprivation be 
neceſſary and ſufficient for the Defence and Safety of 
the Whole: A Right in any Civil Power, being an infig- 
nificant Abſurdity, without including in it aRight to 
that Right from all its 5 And again, ic 
©. 1 
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If the Goſpel hath eſtabliſhed an Independency. of its N. 
niſters upon the Civil Power, in ſuch Senſe, as that the Ci- 
vil Power hath not a Right effectually to hinder their 
Preaching and Praying, and forming Societies for it's De- 
ſtruction; then the Goſpel hath left Civil Government un- 
der Subjection, and entirely at the me +" Foy it's Miniſters, 
But it is certain, that it is ſo far from That, that the Goſ- 
pel hath left Civil Government as it found it; and hath on 
the contrary, put it's Miniſters and Preachers as far as the 
Ends of Civil Government reach, equally under it's Autbo- 
rity with all others. Eccleſiaſtical Officers are no more ex- 
cepted than any others. It they were, there would be 
an End of the Civil Power, whenever they pleaſed to ſet 
_ themſelves and their Congregations both in their Publick 
| Prayers and Dofrines againſt it. - As certainly therefore as 
the Goſpel is a Friend to Civil Government; ſo certainly, the 
Mliniſters of it can have no Powers or Privileges which can 
imply any Exemption in Caſes which directly affect the Ci- 
vil Porver 3 or which is all one, can imply in them that 
the Civil Power ſhall not defend and preſerve it ſelf from 
being deſtroyed by them. | ve 
If it beobjected, that the Civil Power, according to this 
way of arguing, may EN to hinder all Miniſters from 
preaching the Goſpel, and the like, under the fame Pre- 


tence : The Anſwer is plain, that it is no Argument a- 


gainſt a Right in any Perſon or Society, becauſe they may 


miſtake, and think it implies in it more than it doth. 
They who make this Objection, being in this inconſiſtent 


with themſelves, as in many other things, allow to the Ci- 


vi Powver the Authority of baniſhing, impriſoning, &c. But 
ſtill with reſpect to the Power of Depriving Biſhops, We 
find it ask'd (by the Perſon who wrote with Dr. Hicks's 
Directions, and under his Eye) Collect. of Papers, p. 305. 
Doth not this Doctrine allow a Nero, or a Julian utterly to 
deſtroy the Church, and thereby to fruſtrate our Saviour's Pro- 


miſe, that it ſhould continue to the End of the World? Janſwer, 


No more than Solomon's Ri on to depri ve Abiathar, allowed 
the Fewiſp Kings to deſtroy the whole Priefthood, and 


the whole Meoſaical Religion. If this was no Argument 


againſt Solomon's Right; no more can it be an Argument 
igunſ; the ſame Right in Others, I anſwer again, — 
i : - 8 EY 464 7 — C 8 Nucl | 
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much, as the Power of baniſping, and impriſoning, and exe- 
cuting ; Which is allowed of in general. But I hope the 
Nonjurors allowing this doth, not imply in it, the allowing 
a Nero, or a Fulian, to perſecute, to baniſh, to execute, 
unrighteouſly, or unjuſtly. If it doth, I am ſure that is 
a quicker PAY to the deſtruction of the Church, than the 
other, And if it doth not, then there is an End of this 
falſe Argument. One would indeed blyſb for Men who 
talk of Argument, to read ſuch a Queſtion as this : And 
for Men, who profeſs ſo great a Concern for Chriſt's 
Promiſe to his Church, above their Neighbours, to find 
them in as mean an Opinion of his Power, or Veracity, 
as the greateſt Deiſt himſelf could be; and imagining 
that any thing that a Nero, or a Fulian, can do, can hin- 
der Chriſt himſelf from fulfilling his Promiſe. TE 
But there is another thing, which they would do well 
| to confider ; that this ſame Objection would be hard againſt 
Eccleſiaſtical Power it ſelf; which they who make it would 
z willingly preſerve untouch'd, It hath proved true in 
Y Fact that the Eccleſiaſtical Power, under pretence of ha- 
ving Authority in matters of Religion, hath abſolutely, in 
many Countries, extinguiſh'd the very Light of the 
Goſpel, and put in it's place, nothing but what is calcu- 
X lated to ſupport it's own Exorbitant Pretenfions. Will 
theſe Perſons allow that thisis a Good Argument againſt 
all Eccleſiaſtical Authority; becauſe it hath been abuſed a- 
gainſt the Good of Chriſt's Church? When others therefore 
contend that the Civil Power muſt have a Right to every 
thing truly neceſſary for it's own Safety: Ought it not 
to be as much allowed by Themſelves, that Miſtakes and 
Wickedneſs are not at all juſtified by this; but indeed 
condemn'd by Implication and Conſequence ? "ISS 
That which ſeems to me to have caſt a Cloud over fo 
many Underſtandings in this Controverſy, is, the Imagination 
that this is to intermix the Civil Power in matters not of 
a Civil Nature; and to make it interfere with Other Por- 12 
ers of a quite different ſort. It will therefore not be im- | 
| proper to ſhew you how the Caſe ſtands between them 1 
and that the very contrary to ibis is true: ſtill remembring 


che Suppoſition, allowed in this Debate, of a Rightful Ci- 
TTT 
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Whatever affeQs the Civil Power, let it be in it's firſt 
evigin, never ſo much of an Ecclzſtaſtical or Religious Nature; 
tho eſteem'd an Article or Duty of Religion by Thoſe who 
embrace it; This makes no difference: It it directly 
and plainly affects the Civil Power, it becomes a matter 
of a Civil Nature, and, in the 17 of the Civil Power, can 

t 


| 
be looked upon as no other, It is of no Importance up- 
on what it is originally founded; or of what Nature it 
is in its firſt Principle; or, whether it be embraced by 
- Set of Men, as part of the Goſpel it ſelf or not, 1: 
Whatever it be, if it directly affects the Civil Power, it ? 
becomes, I ſay a matter of a Civil Nature; and is made 
of Neceſſity, the Object of the Magiſtrates Care and t 
— . t 
For Inſtance, It was a matter of a Religious Nature, to | 
dboſe who embraced that wild Notion, that the Temporal t 
Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt was to be ſet up by their Force. But t. 
to the Civil Power threaten'd and attadu d by this, it was b 
as much a matter of a Civil Nature, as the ſetting up One i 1] 
of themſelves in open Rebellion would have been, 
Thus in the preſent Caſe, Publick Praying and Preaching, 5 
is a matter of a Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Nature. But as 
Publick Praying and Preaching, againſt a Civil Government, is, w 
to tbat Government entirely of a Civil Nature; and can 75 
be conſider d no otherwiſe by any one, It becomes C- 2 
wil Rebellion, and is properly the Concern of the Civil if S. 
| Power, It may be an Article of ſome Mens Religion: And pi 
their Conſciences may be ſo framed as to direct them to to 
it ; as it was in the Caſe of the Hfib- Monarchy men. In gr 
this reſpect, they mult be left to God, the Great Judge MW at 


of the World. But as to the preſent State of things 
this doth not change the Caſe, It becomes truly of « MW Li 
Civil Nature; and is not at all alter d by being called MW gi 
Praying and Preaching, by virtue of any Spiritual or Es Im 
oe ſtaſtical Authority, To interpole in it, is to interpole WM in 
in it, as it is a matter of a Civil Nature, threatning Ruin the 
0 the Civil Power. And whatever is neceſſary to the hi- cul 
dring that Evil, is likewiſe ſo far of a Civil Nature, and the WW a 0 
Duty and Right of the Civil Pocver. | | Inc 
* Again, The Exerciſe of the eg Off isx matic i ni 
primarily of an Ecchfiafties! Nature, But the Eresif al 


oi 


the 
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the Epiſcopal Office to the Deſtruction of a Rightful Civil 


Power, (which is here ſuppoſed, ) is of a Civil Nature: And 
the doing whatever is neceflary to the preventing that 
Ruin, can be confider'd only as a Matter of a Civil Na- 
ture. Now if it be neceſſary to that End, to hinder a- 
ny one from the Exerciſe of that Office; this becomes 
a matter of a Civil Nature, becauſe the Civil Potuer is un- 


done without it. And conſequently, it is not interpo- 
ſing in purel Shiritual Matters, but in Temporal, toexert 


that Right, which is in all Governments fot theit Preſerva- 
tion. 5 5 = 

How often hath it been ſaid by our Greazeft Divines, 
that had the Chriſtian Religion contain'd any thing in it, 
tending to the Ruin of the Heathen Civil Powers then in 


being; or, Had the frf Chriſtians ſpent their Time in 


their publick Aſſemblies in Praying and Preaching againſt 


their Perſons, Rights or Intereſt ; they could not have 


been blamed for perſecuting and extirpating them? 
This would not have been any thing more than inter- 

oſing in a Matter purely of a Civil Nature; as every thing 
e oy let it take its firſt Riſe whence it will, as ſoon 
as it directly oppoſes, or threatens the Civil Power, This 
would not have proceeded from any Right to mix the 
Civil Power with matters purely. Spiritual ; but from the 


_ Right inhetent in all Governments equally of Self-defence and 


Self-preſervation. This alone is ſufficient for the preſent 
purpoſe : For there is no one, who denies the fameRighe 
to the Civil Power in the Hands of a Chriſtian, which is 
granted to it in the Hands of a Heathen ; becauſe this is 
attributed to it, only confider'd as Civil, | 

The Great Cloud, therefore, I ſay, which hides the 
Light from ſome Men, is the Miſtake, as if what is here 
given to the Chriſtian Civil Poaver, ari ſeth ſolely from an 
Imaginary Right in that Supreme Civil Power, to mix it ſelf 
in Matters purely Spiritual. I have therefore here ſtated 


the Caſe in another manner; and ſhewn that this parti- 


cular Deprivation, by the Supreme Civil Power, is a point of 
a Civil Nature; and ari ſeth, not from any mixing of Two 


Incoberent Powers, but from the one undoubted and unde- 


niable Principle of Self-defence ; and from this plain Max- 
n that the Civil Power could not be the Givil Nower⸗ 


wud 25 without 
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without having a Right ( properly ſo called,) to do every 4 
thing neceſſary for its own Preſervation from Ruin, and 
for the Support of its Civil Authority. * 
The contrary Suppoſition will confirm what I ſay. For, s 
ſuppoſing the Civil Power not to have this Right, then I; 
it muſt be true, that the Miniſters of the ce (Which 
Expreſſion I chuſe to make uſe of, becauſe of it's Ex- * 
tent,) have a Right to be exempt from the Civil Power, 
in Caſes which affect the Civil Power in the tendereſt ad 
Parts, and which are therefore of a Civil Nature; or, in ſW 
other Words, have a Right to ruin the Civil Power, (for : 
that muſt be the Conſequence,) and to ſet up themſelves " 
in its very Place, and to make themſelves truly and ef. 
fectually the Civil Power, Now this is a manifeſt Abſur- W 
dity ; a plain pn of Two Rights, as diſtinct az it 
Heaven and Earth: and only tends to make 4% Civil Power i 9 
follow the Eccleſiaſtical. This is, at firſt, Imperium in In- ay 
perio ; a Kingdom within a Kingdom; which is, properly de 
ſpeaking, the ſetting up of one Authority oppoſite and th 
_ contradictory to another, in the ſame individual Cauſes ; the WM +. 5 
ſetting up a Spiritual Power in oppoſition to the Cini, in * 
thoſe very Points in which the Civil Eftate of the Ring. hi. 
dom, is extremely concern'd, and plainly threatned. Wi 
This Conteft between theſe Tuo Powers, is an Abſurdity, 4h 
and a Great Evil, whilſt it laſts, But it doth not laſt FG 
long, The Civil Power, properly ſo called, muſt quickly 7 
he ſwallowed up into he other, It is natural to 3 bis 
it, and true in Experience, At Rome, all is come by degrees ff 
to be lodg'd in the Hands of One. And in all other * 
Countries the more blindly and ſtrongly, the Pop-'s Au- © 
thority hath been receiv'd ; and the more extenſive the . 
Exemption of Eccleſiaſticks hath been; the Civil Poaver, tho 0g 
lodged in diſtinct Hands, yet hath the more effectually I tha 
been render'd inſignificant ; not to be poſſeſs d, not to tO 
be maintain'd een c a Licenſe from the other : till all N ©, 
other Subjects, as well as Eccleſiaſtical, have been abſolv'd Wi p 
from their Allegiance, upon ſeveral Occafions ; and the Nu ; 
Civil Power — never ſo Rightful in its Title, or Good in 115 
its Adminiſtration) torn to pieces at their Pleaſure, For afti 
if once this Exemption be granted; and it be ſo, that the Be 
Eccleſraſtical is not under the Civil Power, in Cafes of the BY; 
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be any Difference in this Part cf Popery, whether the Pope 
b live at Rome, or in England. The Sum of the matter is this. 
The Supreme Civil Authority muſt of Right be endowed 


with every Power neceflar y to it's Defence, as-a Civil Po- 
q er. Otherwiſe it is not the Civil Poaver., | 


* ſerving it ſelf from being rained by Eccleſpaſtical Perſons, 


9 


as well as Others, is neceflarily implied in this. 


iforeſaid Nature: the Civil Power muſt be under the Ew 
0 cleſtaſtiral, and live and ſubſiſt upon its Good Pleaſure, 
till the time comes of ſwallowing it up. Nor can there 


But the Power of doing whatever is neceſſary for pre- 


f And conſequently muſt of Right belong to it. 
mh And this, without the leaſt interfering with Powers of 


another Nature, or with any thing eſſential to them. For 
it is not at all neceſſary to the Church of Chrif, that ſuch 
or ſuch a particular Perſon ſhould have a Right al ways to 


5 | exerciſe the ſame Office. If it were, no one could ever 
7 | be deprived, at all by the Authority of the Clergy, any more 
S than by that of the Laity. But it is abſolutely neceflary 
* to the Being of the Civil Power, thakl any Eccleſiaſtical Per- 


een ſhould be deprived of his Right to the Exerciſe of 


> his Office, if that Exerciſe of his Office be inconſiſtent 


Abiathar in Solomon's Reign. Now this is all that is inclu- 
ded in the Deprivation we are now ſpeaking of, viz. the 


r1 lame thing were exprefs'd in thoſe other Words; it 

could not poſſibly be denied to belong to the Care and 
Office of the Rightful Civil Power, and that only; and 
_ that the Eccleſiaſtical Authority interpoſing in it, would be 
to mix it ſelf in a Matter purely Civil, and of a Secular 
Concernment. | 


: upon other Accounts muſt be performed by a Spiritual Au- 
Tz ority ; yet certainly it cannot be proved by any Eccleſi- 


170 Power. : Now, whatever, Deprivations upon ay 


with the Safety of the State; which was the Caſe of 


3 Right of hindring an Eccleſiaſtical Perſon from exerciſing 
his Henction, which he cannotExerciſe without the mani- 
© feſt hazard of the State. And, if inſtead of Deprivation, 
= (which happens to be an E:cleſiaftical Term of Art) the 


And therefore, tho' it may he ſaid, that Deprivations 


¶aſtical Principles, that this ſort of Deprivation muſt be ſo. 
& Becauſe a Matter of a Civil Nature muſt belong to the Ci - 
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) 
ther Accounts may be; yet, without doubt a Depivuation, 4 
upon an Account merely Civil is a Matter of a Civil Na- 
ture. And therefore not only belongs to the Civil Pow- ; 
er; but cannot indeed belong to any other; nor depend 
upon the Conſent, Ratiſication or Confirmation, of any | 
other, For if it did, it would be entirely at the Diſpoſal 
of that other, whether the Civil Power ſhould he ſuppor- 
ted or ruined : which is a Suppoſition abſurd in it 1elf, 
and deſtruChve of all humane Society, and therefore 
cannot be true, e | RL 
Our Adverſaries often ſeem willing to intereſt the Sri 
ture in this Part of the Controverſy, But it happens that 
in the New Teſtament, the Goſpel is ſo repreſented, that 
the Independency of its Minifters is no more to be found 
there, than the lndependency of its Laity upon the Ciuil Power, 
Every Soul is equally left ſabject in Matters of Concern to 
the Ends of Civil Government. And Independency in theſe, 
is as far from the Sound, as from the Meaning of the G 
el. l | 3 | | | 
. And in the Oli Teſtament, from which they often bring nh 
their Parallels, there is ſo plain and ſo unexceptionable K 
P 
th 


an Inſtance againſt themſelves in this very point of Depri 
vation, that 1 thmk their own Anſwers ſhew the Im poſſi 
bility of getting clear of it. I. Kings 2. 27. Solomon, up- 
on an Account merely Civil, relating to his own Rightto il 
the Crown, thruſt out Abiathar from being Prieſt unto the i b 
Lord : And the ſame Solomon put Zadock the Prieſt in his room, A 
v. 35. that is, Solomon deprivad One of the Exerciſe of his 


Funttion, to which he had been appointed, according to _ 
the Inſtitution of God himſelf; _ the. ſame Solomon ap- Ii 

pointed another to ſucceed him. What can be a mov WW .. 

_ expreſs Parallel than this of the Supreme Civil Power, 
depriving one Zccleſiaftical Perſon, and putting in anothen i 4. 
upon the ſole Conſideration of the Intereſt of the State t 
But this is evaded, of 
I. Abiathay, it is ſaid, hafl not ſa much Rigbt to that Poll | 
a8Z,adeck ; and ſo Solomon did nothing but put out One, and h. 
put in Another who had more Right. Now, this admit p 
of a Reply, equally diſagreeable and. contradictory 0 & 


our Adverſaries Principles, whether Abiatbar was Righ!/# 
Higb-Prieſt or not. For if he had the Zight, then 1 


or OR Fn 
diſplaced a vightſul High-Prieft. If he had not, then it is 


as plain that the Peoples Acceptance with God, and be- 


ing bleſſed by God, did not ſo much depend upon the 
regular Succeſſion and Right of Perſons exerciſing the Prieſt- 


ly Office, as our Adverfaries conſtantly contend in this 
Line Controverſy, Beſides, if this were fo ; this is anIn- 
ſtance of a King depriving an High- Prieſt upon an Ac- 


count 2 Eccleſtaſtical, viz, becauſe he was not the 


rightful High- Prieſt; which is a ſtronger Argument againſt 
Themſelves than we can raiſe from hence. For, indeed, 
wherever the Right lay ; it plainly appears that Solomon 
thruſt him out, not becauſe he had no Right to the Prieſt- hood, 
but merely becauſe he had ſhewn himſelf an Enemy to 


his Title to the Crown: which makes this Inſtance of 


equal Importance to the preſent Argument, whether be 
or Zadock had the better Right. The One was diſplaced, 


merely as an Enemy; the Other put in merely as a Friend. 


Now the Queſtion in hand is, not what the Caſe was be- 
tween Abiathar and Zadock; but what ground Solomon went 
m__n, what Power and Authority he aſſumed as a 
ny. And that was plainly this, to remove one High- 
Prieſt for being in a contrary Intereſt, and to place Ano- 
ther in his room, whom he could depend upon. 4 
2. That Abiatbar had been guilty of Treaſon, one of 


their late Advocates allows to be a good Ground for what 
he ſuffer d. Now, what was this Treaſon but 8 ao 
aſe 


Another Prince in OP ofition to Solomon ? The ſame 
exactly (in our preſent Argument, in which our Govern- 


ment is ſuppoſed: to be rightful) with the deprived Biſbops. 


If therefore the Deprivation was lawful in one Caſe ; cer- 
tainly in the other. Wo 5 


3. Another Evaſion is, That the Church perhaps had 


deprived him before, tho it be not ſo ſaid. Now, if 
this had been ſo, and of ſo great Importance as we are 


often made to believe; the Writer of this Hiſtory would 


not have omitted it, as a little trivial Circumſtance. But 
how 8 (I had almoſt ſaid how wicked) muſt that 
Prejudice be, which when the Hiſtory ſaith expreſly, 
Solomon thruſt him out from bein Prieft unto the Lord; and a- 


pain, that the King put Zadock in his room; nay, and re. 
lates the very Reaſons Solowon himſelf gave, why = 
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would not tak away bis Life, as he might have done, but 
only thruſt him out from being Prieſt: Which, after all this 


TI fay, rather than deſert a Cauſe which can't be defend- 


ed, can invent a new Account; and interpoſe in this Matter, 
with it may be, and perhaps, Solomon did not thruft him out of 
that Office; but the Church thruſt him out from being Prieſt; 
and that Solomon, in what He did, only follow'd Orders, an 

was the Churches Executioner ? It may as well be laid, 
that he neither order'd the killing of 4doxijah, nor of Foal, 
nor indeed had any Right over the Life of Abiathar(which 


he plainly claims) without the Authority of the Church, 


for one is full as plain and expreſs in the ſame Chapter, 

as the others ; an all ſpoken of, as equally flowing from 

his own Civil Authority 

4. Another Evaſion is, That 4biathar had both the Ti- 
tle and Revenue of High 1 after this. But it is very 
plain that, what Revenue ſoever he had, was Mattero f 


avour and Mercy, not of Right ; and only a Permiſſion 


from Solomon, His being called Prieft afterwards, can't 
pollibly prove that he was not-thruſt out from being 
High Prieſt, as the Text expreſly ſaith. For he could 
not poſſibly be thruſt out from being High Prieſt, and yet 
not be thruſt out, at the ſame time. He could not be 


out of his Office, and in his Office, at the ſame Inſtant. 


Nor is it of any Importance in this Queſtion, whether 


Abiathar was afterwards only call'd Prieſ, as one that had 
been Prief; or whether he really was ſo, or not. For 
if he was really ſo, he was reſtored to his Office by the 
ſame Civil Power; by Solemon alone: ( tho! I can't ſee 
how this Swppoſction is conſiſtent with the felfilling the 
Word of the Lord, as it is ſaid in this ſame place, referring 
to I Sam. 2. 35.) And this, I think, will be ſtill more 
in favour of the. Civil Power 
But theſe Evaſiors are all in vain: and ſo it would be, 
if they could find never ſo much difference between the 
Circumſtances of the Fewiſ _ and the Chriſtian 
B ſbops. The great thing, which they can never get rid 
ot, is, that it is ſtill, (let them ſay what they pleaſe, 
and turn it round till their Heads are giddy with it, ) an 
Juſtance of a King, a Secular Prince, a Subject, in theit 
Phraſe, of the Eccleſizftical Power, in Religion, depriving, 
„% Ed | removing 
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removing, thruſting out, by his own Authority, his Eccleſſaſti- 
cal Superior; thruſting out by Force, the Prieſt of the Lord, 
from being Prieſt of the Lord; taking away what He 
never gave; nay, what Aliathar had from God Himſelf. 
Let them put it in as high, and as terrible Words as they 
pleaſe; ſtill it is very plain that Solomon ventur'd at it, in 
his own Defence; and this, without Cenſure, from God or 
Man. The Point is too evident to be denied, that Ablathar 
was in an Eccleſiaſtical Office; that He was thruſt out, or de- 
prived, by Solomon, v: 27. (and not by the Church ;) that 
the King, not the Church) put Zadock in his room v. 35. and 
that Abiathar was never again in that Office, from which 
He was once thruſt out, becauſe the Place was fed with 
Zadock ; who is named before Abiathar, When He is called 
Prieſt, ch. 4. v. 4. | 3 | 

In the preſent Queſtion therefore, the Argument from 


Solomon's Example, can be no other than this, Solomon i 
thruſt out, or deprived Abiathar, from being Prieſt, who was 


beſore Prieſt of the Lord; and the fame Solomon put Zanock 


in his room: and this, upon an Account merely Secular 


and Political. | | h = | | | 
Therefore, if his Example be of any Importance, it is 
the Riglit of the Supreme Civil Power to deprive Eccleſia- 
ſtical Perſons, and place Others in their room, when Self- 
Preſervation really and plainly makes it neceſſary. 
Conſequently, this Inſtance of Solomon is a plain Inſtance 
againſt the general Principle of our Adverſaries. | 
This Inſtance of Solomon is likewiſe as I have ſhewn be- 
fore, a plain Inſtance of a King's having not only the 
Power of Impriſoning, Baniſhinz, Executing, &c. but of De- 
priving: and a Proof that, if Depcivation ſecures the 
State, the State may chuſe that Puniſhment which is 
* 8 another which is greater, and to which it hath 
a Right. 2 5 3 | 

One Thing I muſt repeat, before I leave this Inſtance. 
Either this thruſting out Abiathar from being Prieft unto the 
Lord, (or, in Dr- Hickes's Language from his Throne) was a Mat- 
er ofa Civil Nature; or of a Spiritual Nature. Let them chuſe 
which they pleaſe. If it were of a Civil Nature, then, as ſuch 
it was perform'd by the Civil Power. If of a Spiritual, it will 
be of worſe Conſequence to the Cauſe of our Adverſaries, 
becauſe it will give to the Supreme Civil Power all the 
Righe, which Solomon's Example can give, to interpoſe in 
Spiritual Affairs, Nor need the Fate of Corah (ſo often _ 
| | | SED | TION 


\ 


: C46) 
tion d by our Adverſaries) terrify them; becauſe Solomon 
ought much more to have been terrified by that, if it had 
related to this Caſe : Whereas it is plain, He thought ir 
of no Concern to him, acting for his own neceſlary Self. 
Defence. | | 
1 have thus traced the Reaſonings, and Inſinuations, 
of our ADVERSARIES, back to their Original and Firſt 
Spring. 8 
"A I hope, I have fully ſatisfied You, in the particular 
Controverſy between Them, and the Proteſtant Succeſfii. 
on, now fixed amongſt us, in Excluſion of the Popiſh Line, 
that the Nature and Ends of Government, the Will of 
* God, and the very Being of our Laws and Conſtitution, 
{DE abſolutely required this Excluſion, and this Settlement; 
WE and therefore certainly juſtify the Right and Title of that 
17 IIIluſtrious Family, now upon the Throne, to the Conſcien. 
ces and Approbation of all who will think, without Preju. 
dice, upon this Subject: and likewiſe in their General 
Controverſy with all Civil Power, to which they abſolute. 
ly deny the Right of depoſing B:ſbops, and other Eccleſiaſti. 
cal Perſons, that I have proved this Right to belong to it, 
from the very Nature and Eſſence of Civil Government; as 
ſomething ſo neceſſary to it's Preſervation, that it may (at 
any time) be ruined and diſolved without it; which 
is the higheſt ſort of Proof; and confirm'd, as I have 
ſhewn, by the Goſpel, as wellas by a plain Inſtance un. 
der the Law. | e 
| _- Suppoſing therefore, (what I never can grant for the 
Sake of the Hanour of God, and of the Chriftian Religion, 
that their Grand Spiritual Topichs, had any Reaſon in them; 
that the Benefir of God's own Appointments to You, de. 
pends upon a Regular, uninterrupted Suceſſion of Rightful 
Biſhaps ; (which God's Providence never yet, in Fact, kept 
up, as far as we can judge of things ;) or that your Com- 
munion with any Biſhops, ſucceeding ſuch as have been de- 
poſed by an unlawful and undue Authority, deſtroys all 
your Title to God's Favour (which He himſelf hath never 
told you ;) I fay, ſuppoſing theſe and the like Points, 
with which they amaze, rather than convince, their weak 
Followers; yet, here you may have a Reſting Place, and We 
vou ſee how the Cauſe lies before you, as to the Concerns Ml 
of our own Nation, to which they apply the whole. 
The Excluſton of the Popiſh Line, from all Civil Power o- 
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ver this Nation, was neceſſary, juſt, and lawful. That Civil Power, 
from which they were exeluded, Was jultly lodged in the Hands 
of the next Proteſtant Heir. The Supreme Civil Power having 
then the true and Eee Authority of Government, had a Right 
to every thing neceſfary to its own Defence and Preſervation: And 
conſequently, had a Right to depoſe thoſe Biſhops, who refuſe to giv 
any Security of their Allegiance, and actually ſer up another Civi 
Power in Oppoſition to it. And the Poſſeſſor of the Crownggd 
certain a Riglit to name others to ſuccced Them in thoſe Biſhop- 
ricks, as any former Kings had before, to name Thoſe very 
depoſed Biſhops, | VV 5 
There is no Terror therefore, from their Allarms, even upon 
wor own Notions of Regularity and Schiſm : ' becauſe, theſe Bi- 
ops having been rightfully depoſed, their Succeſſors are the Re- 
gular Biſhops ; the Churches of their Succeſſors are the true 
Churches; the ſetting up Altars againſt their Altars is the true 
Schiſm; the Centre of Unity is with Them; and God's Favours 
and Graces, diſpenſed by Them alone. And much leſs Terror to 
You, from the Excommunication denounced in one of the Canons 
of the Church againſt all who deny or tmpuga the King's Supremacy 
in Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes ; which tome of them have the Vanity and 
Blindneſs to alledge in favour of Themſclves: arguing that the 
King there mentioned, is the Rightful King; that the Righttul 
King is the King whom They own ; that all who join in the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſnment deny his Supremacy, and conſequently are ex- 
communicated by the Canon; upon which Excommunication 
theſe Chriſtian Divines command all God's Wrath to attend, One 
would think, it were enough to repeat this, to fill all their own 
Followers, with a Deteſtation of ſuch Principles, as make the Gofe 
pel thus vain, and romantick, and barbarous. But their Weakneſs, 
is here equal to their Preſumption. For there are Two Ways, to 
which they lie open to their own Denunciations. The firſt is this. 
If the preſent Eſtabliſhment ſhould happen to be Rightful, ( as [ 
have proved it to be, from the ſtrongeſt of all Civil Princi- 
ples, ) then, theſe very Men themſelves are the Excommunicared 
Perfons, entitled to all the Evils of their own Hypotheſis, ſuppo- 
fing it to be true. The other Way concludes againſt them, more 
certainly. For, all the World knows. that their great Advocates 
have zealonſly and openly denied the Suppremacy of all Kings; as 
well of King James; as of King WILLIAM, and King 
GEORGE. From whence it follows, that either they do not 
believe themſelves in the terrible things they tell us of Excommu- 
nication, and only uſe them, as they would Stories of Hohgoblins 
and Bugbears, to frighten the weakeſt of Women and Children ; 
or elſe, that their principal and mighty Advocates, and all their 
Followers, have lived and died in that miſerable Condition, in 
which they deſcribe ſuch Perſons to be; that all their ſacred Of- 
tices were invalid to their People, and Nullities in themſelves; and 
that their own Biſhops, and their own Churches, are unchriftian'd, 
and unchurched, by themſelves. 
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And again, when they tell you in ſome. Places that Polluting or 
Immoral Prayers, and Polluted Worſhip, are ſufficient Reaſons for 
ſetting up, and continuing Biſhops againſt the Claims of other Bi. 
ſhops ; this inevitably leaves in ybur own Conſciences the Judgment 
of ſach Prayers, and ſuch Worſhip : And this alone, upon their 
own Church-Principles, layeth an Obligation upon All, who fin- 
cerely judge the Popiſh Line to have no Right, and the Proteſtant 
Line to be Rightful, ro depart from the Communion of the Non- 
Juring Biſhops, and their Worſhip, in which they think God af. 


fronted by immoral Prayers; and to join in other Worſhip directly 


oppoſite to it. Nor can they poſſibly find out any Ground for con- 
demning this procedure, but this One, which it is high time to 


be aſhamed of, on all Sides, That Men have a Right to judge 


about Doctrines and Worſbip, if they judge as We our ſelves do: But 
if they differ from our Judgment, they have no ſuch Right at all. 

do not love, I confeſs, fo much as to repeat the principal 
Branches of their Beloved Scheme: They are ſo different. from 
_ whenceſoever they come, from the Voice of the Goſpel. But the 
Artillery of our Adverſaries, is certainly thus turn'd againſt Them- 


ſelves. And, methinks, it ſhould move them a little, ro conſider 


no more than this, that, unleſs they are infallibly certain, both of 
their Principles, and of their Conduct; it may be true that their 
Biſhops were rightfully depoſed ; and that then they have them- 
{elves framed a Syſtem, to caſt Themſelves out of Ged's Favour, 
and to conclude Themſelves under that State of Damnation, which 
they have invented for Others. | | 


But this is not all that ought to be ſaid to ſuch a Syſtem of 


Powers and Privileges, as They have annexed to their Spiritual 


Offices: to create, one would think, the Horror of a dreadful 


Veneration, rather than the Affectien of a Reaſonable Reſpect. 
What I have juſt now remarked, may ſhew that there is ſo much 
to be ſaid, upon the beſt and trueſt Foundations, for the Right of 
the Supreme Civil Power of this Kingdom, againſt the Depoſed Bi- 
ſhops, that it is not out of any fear for our own Cauſe, that we 
need to deny their Scheme of Church. Power and Saceraotal Pri vi- 
leges; becauſe the whole may fo eaſily be turned againſt Them- 
{cives. But this Matter is of that great Importance to all Humane 


Society; of that Scandal and Reproach to Chriſtianity it ſelf; of 


that Malignity in its Influences upon the whole of true Religion; 
and of that Indignity to the GOD and Governour of the World; 
that it is, not only in our Adverſaries, but in All Parties, and on 
all ſides, univerſally and conſtantly to be oppoſed. This, there- 


fore, willbe anorher ſafe and eaſy Method of ſecuring your ſclves - 


againſt their Spiritual Tertors and Allurements. FEES. 
When they would allarm you, (as their Fellow-Labourers the 
_ Papiſis-do, ) by telling you thar you cannot hope for the favour of 
God, but in the ſtricteſt Communion with their Church; (Which 


is the true Church of England, governed by „ in a Regular 
_ Succeſſion ; ) that God hath bimſelf hung your Salvation upon this 


Nicety; that He diſpenſeth none of his Favours, or Graces, but by 


the Hands of Tliemſelves, and their Subordinate Prieſts; that you 
= cannot 
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And again, when they tell you in ſome, Places that Polluting or 
Immoral Prayers, and Polluted Worſhip, are ſufficient Reaſons fot 
ſetting up, and continuing Biſhops againſt the Claims of other Bi: 
ſhops ; this inevitably leaves in ybur own Conſciences the judgment 
of ſuch Prayers, and ſuch Worſhip : And this alone, upon their 
own Church-Principles, layeth an Obligation upon All, who fin- 
cerely judge the Popiſh Line to have no Right, and the Proteſtant 
Line to be Rightful, ro depart from the Communion: of the Non- 
Juring Biſhops, and their Worſhip, in which they think God af. 
fronted by immoral Prayers; and to join in other Worſhip directly 
oppoſite to it. Nor can they poſſibly find out any Ground for con- 
demning this F but this One, which it is high time to 
be aſhamed of, on all Sides, That Men have a Right to judge 
about Doctrines and Wor(bip, if they judge as We our ſelves do: Bur 
if they differ ſom our Judgment, they have no ſuch Right at all. 


do not love, I confeſs, fo much as to repeat the principal 


Branches of their Beloved Scheme: They are ſo different. from 
whenceſoever they come, from the Voice of the Goſpel. Bur the 
Artillery of our Adverſaries, is certainly thus turn'd againſt Them- 
ſelves. And, mcthinks, it ſhould: move them a little, to confider 
no more than this, that, unleſs they are infallibly certain, both of 
their Principles, and of their Conduct; it may be true that their 
Biſhops were rightfully depoſed ; and that then they have them- 
| ſelves framed a Syſtem, to caſt Themſelves out of God's Favour, 
and to conclude Themſelves under that State of Damnation, which 
they have invented for Others. | | e 
But this is not all that ought to be ſaid to ſuch a Syſtem of 


Powers and Privileges, as They have annexed to their Spiritual 


Offices: to create, one would think, the Horror of a dreadful 
Veneration, rather than the Affectien of a Reaſonable Reſpect. 

What I have juſt now remarked, may ſhew that there is ſo much 
to be ſaid, upon the beſt and trueſt Foundations, for the Right of 
the Supreme Civil Power of this Kingdom, againſt the Depoſed Bi- 
ſhops, that it is not out of any fear for our own Cauſe, that we 
neẽd to deny their Scheme of Church-Pawer and Sacerdotal Privi- 
leges; becauſe the whole may fo eaſily be turned againſt Them- 
{eives. But this Matter is of that great Importance to all Humane 
Society; ot that Scandal and Reproach to Chriſtianity it ſelf; of 

that Malignity in its Inflaences upon the whole of true Religion ; 
and of that Indignity to the GOD and Governour of the World; 
that it is, not only in our Adverſaries, but in All Parties, and on 
all ſides, univerſally and conſtantly to be oppoſed. This, there- 


fore, willbe anotlier ſafe and eaſy Method of ſecuring your ſelves - 


againſt their Spiritual Tertors and Allurements. - 

When they would allarm you, (as their Fellow-Labourers the 
Papiſts-do, ) by telling you that you cannot hope for the favour of 
God, but in the ſtricteſt Communion with their Church; (Which 
is the true Church of England, governed by . in a Regular 
Succeſſion; ) that God hath himſelf hung your Salvation upon this 

Nicety; that He diſpenſeth none of bis Favours, or Graces, bur by 
the Hands of Themſelves, and their Subordinate Prieſts; that you 
N cannot 
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cannot be Authoritatively Bleſſed, or Releas'd from your Sins, bu t 
by Them, who are the Regular Prieſts ; that Churches, under 
other Biſhops, are Schiſmatical Conventicles, made up of Excom- 
municated Perſons, both Clergy and Laity; out of: God's Church, 
as well as out of his Favour : I ſay, when ſuch Arguments as theſe: 
are urged, you need only to have recourſe to a General Anſwer to 
this whole Heap of Scandal and Defamation, upon the Will of 
Cong the Goſpel of Chriſt; and the Church of England, in par- 
ticular, | 3 
You may tell chem ſecurely, that you have not ſo underſtood 
the Nature of that God, who is your Governour, and judge: that 
you have not ſo learnt Chriſt ; or the Deſign of his Goſpel ; or, 
even, the foundation of this particular part of his Church, reform- 
ed and eſtabliſh'd in England. The following Arguments will juſti- 
ty you: which therefore ought to be frequently in the thoughts cf 
All. who have any value left for the moſt Important Points. 

Sod is juſt and equal, and good : and, and as ſure as He is ſo, 
He cannot put the Salvation, and Happineſs, of any Man, upon 
what He himſelf hath put it out of the Power of any Man upon 
Earth, to be entirely ſatisfied in. Ir is certainly Abſurdity, and, I 
fear, Blaſphemy, to Suppoſe that God hath given away the diſ- 

poſal, either of his Mercy, or of his Wrath, out of his own Hands, 
into thoſe of weak, vain, and paſſionate Men, as capable of all Errors, 
and of all Wickedneſs, as any of their Brethren. And,-if He hath 
not; then you may, with ſecurity, as you ought in duty, depend 
upon Him alone, and wait for His final Determination. 3 

It hath not pleaſed God, in his Providence, to keep up any proof + 
of the leaſt Probability, or moral Poſſibility, of a Regular Unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion. But there is a great Appearance, and hu- 
manely ſpeaking, a certainty of the contrary ; that this Succeſſion 
hath been often interrupted : eſpecially in the opinion of Thoſe 

Who maintain all Lay Baptiſms, and all Offices performed by Per- 
ſons, who either have been irregularly ordained, or have forged 
their Pretenſions to Ordination, to be mere Nullities: There having * 
been certainly a great Number of ſuch like Inſtances. 

It is highly abſurd, to put ſo important a Point, as God's favour, 
and Erernal Happineſs, upon what no Man living can ever be ac- 
quainted with, to his Satisfaction. But {till more abſurd, to put it 
upon a matter, the contrary to Which appears to be true. This is 
the Caſe here. This Regular Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Perſons 
qualified and regularly ordained, is a matrer impoſſiole to be 
proved, Nay, the contrary is more than probable, upon all Hi- 
ſtorical Evidence: Which we receive in other Caſes, Therefore, 
your Intereſt in the favour of God, can have nothing to do with it. 8 
As fare as God is juſt, He would have laid this Matter open and ; 
plain to the Capacities of thoſe whoſe Salvation was to depend up 
on it. Now, He hath in fact been fo far from making this plain, 
in his. Frovidence ; that He hath rather made rhe contrary plain. 
Therefore, This cannot be the Point, upon which your Salvation 
can at all depend. n 
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| 2 Amongſt our ſelyes particularly, the Caſe will admit of another 
FR A. ument, drawun from the peculiar Circumſtances of our Church, 
CS. 'and the inextrigable Difficulties arifing from them : 99247 1 
N YT woold not. ſo willingly ſpeak of, were it not, that the Ci urch of 
Rome is making continval uſe of this fort of Argument, in which 
d ſome Proteftants take ſo much delight. It is very well known that, 
j ever ſince the Reformation, there hath been a Regular Succeſſion of 
\ 
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* 


. 
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Biſhops kept up, certainly in Ireland; and probably in England alſo, 
by the Churchof Rome. At leaſt we may have leave to ſuppoſe it; 
and that is the ſame thing, as to the preſent Argument. It is as 
* , well known that ſeveral of the firſt Proteſtant Biſhops, were named 
buy the Lay Power, as Succeſſars to Biſhops, who were deprived 
 folely by that Lay Power. Nor can there be any Regular Succeſ- 
«fron in the Proteffant Church, whether of Nonjurers, or Others, 
but what muſt come down from thoſe Biſhops, whom yer our 
%. > Fdverſaries muſt deny to have been Biſhops, upon the Account of 
"_ Sthoſe Lay Deprivations. | 
Ask our Adverſaries therefore, firſt, What ſhould we have done, 
. upon their Principles, for any degree of Reformation? Not only, 
for our Church of England, but even for their own? To wait for it, 
I in a Regular way, from the Hands of the Popiſh Biſbeps, and 
IP Clergy themſelves. in whoſe Eyes it was worſe than Death, had 
been to give Conſent to all Superſtition, and Wickedneſs, in ex- 
>,* pectation of what would never have come to paſs. And to have it 
8 : from any Hands bur theirs, Will, I fear, upon their Principles, give 
2 Nullity to the whole: As this cannot be done, without ſetting up 
+ Altar againſt Altar; and one Succeſſion of Biſbops againſt Anot her. 
But, as we have received from our Fore-fathers a Reformation; 
and have a Church, which theſe Gentlemen think ſo well of, that 
3 they will allow no Share of it to Any but Themſelves talking much 
S of the Succeſſion of their Biſhops, and the like: Ask them, how 
ps we ſhall decide the matter, { not between Our ſelves, and Them, 
but) between their much Dearer Friends, the Roman Cat holicks, 
and Them : Whom they have never yet declared to be Excommuni- 
4 >» cated, or out of Chriſt's Church; or without Chriſt's Ordinances. 
© Where there is Biſhop againſt Riſhop ; and Altar againſt Altar; 
the one fide, or the other, SN you, muſt be (not only miſtaken, 
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or even to the Name of Church. Now, the Papiſts have one Re. 
Say gular Appointment, or Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Bijheps, undefiled 
58 with the Touch of Lay-Hands : And They, according to bemſelves, 
Ny + have another, By virtue of the former alone, the Popijh Laity re- 
nf > cfive the Authoritative Bleſſing; and the Authoritative Abſulution : 
y N And by virtue of the latter, the People, in Communion with the 
„ Noujurors, receive the ſame good things from their Prieſtc. But l 
„have never heard yet, that this preſent Popiſh Church, in England, 
Ls or Treland, hath been condemn'd by our Adverſaries, as No Church: 

and all its Ordiuances declared Null; and irs e Irregular, or 
Iuſianficant. And yet, upon their Principles, if the Jppoint ment of 
* Ro29ijh B ſhops here be Regular; there cannot be Another, in oppoſi- 
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ion to it, Regular likewiſe, If the Popiſh Church here, be a Church; 
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then, theſe new Proteſtant Churches, cannot be truly ſo, If the 


Or dinances in that be valid and good; the Ordinances in their Own 
mult be Null and id: Bzcauſcit is ſet up, Altar againſt, Altar, and 
Church againſt Church, and One Succeſſion of Biſhops againſt Another. 


The 4avocates of the Church of Rome, therefore, are ſo wile, as - 
to turn theſe Principles of ſome profeſs*d Proteſtants to their own 


Account; and delude many weak Minds, of ſuch as have been 
firſt deluded by our Nonjurers, by ſpeaking to them, in this man- 


ner. Mur own. Guides and Doctors, put your Title to God's Favour 


upon your adhering to a Regular Succeſſion of Biſhops and Clergy ; 
and upon the Nullity of God Ordinances to You, in any other Way, 


et up in Oppoſition to this. They go ſo far as to nullify the Qualifi- 
cations of ſuch as have Wet, tes deprived by the Lay- 


Power only ; and a ſuch as ft up Altar ageinſ Altar, and S ucceſ- 
jon, where 8 \ 


ſion againſt Succe there 15 Church before. Now, their 
own Succèſſion of Biſhops is ſet up, in Oppolition ta Qurs ; which ig 
as regular and uninterrupted as that was before the Reformation, 
from which alone they are wg to derive the Validity of their own 


Ordinations. Their Altars are ſet up againſt Ours; their Churches 
againſt Ours : which They kave never yet declared to be No 
Churches. Wie have the moſt regular Succeſſion, from which Theirs 
1b Deviation. Therefore, upon Their own Principles, Ours is the 


True Way to God's Favour. At leaſt, they muſt acknowledge, in their 


Way of Arguing, that, if you cannot Communicate with Us, you 
ought to live withont the R of the Ordinances of Gt; 
Them, who are Schiſmatical, upon 


rather than Communicate wit 
their own Principles, and Excommunicated by Us. Beſides, ſome 
of the Biſhops, in their own Line of Succeſſion, all the World 
knows, at the beginning, ſucceeded Thoſe of Ours, who were 


deprived by the Civil Power only : and therefore, by Themſelves, 


wuſt be acknowledged 2; Schiſmatical, and not to be followed without 
the Forfeiture of God Favour. 5 
When a Popiſh Prieſt attacks ore of the Followers of our Non- 

1 15 with this Argument; I profeſs, I fee not how He can poſ- 
1 


ly anſwer it, without forſaking Their Principles. It is not 
enough for Him to be taught to ſay, that the Biſhop of Rome never 


had any Rightful Authority here in this Hand, to make, or unmake, 
Biſhops. For if that were ſufficient to annul the Validity of the 


Popijh Succeſſion of ar it will as much follow that there was 


no Epiſcopacy, no Chure h, here, before the Reformation, as lince : 
which theſe Perſons will not, for the World, agree to, becauſe 
it will render invalid their whole Sett, and Succeſſion of Clergy ; 
whoſe Powers to ſerve God in hu Church, they are not content 


to derive from God's Will any otherwiſe than by a regular Suc- 


ceſſion of Biſhops and Clergy. Beſides, if their Principles would 


let them go ſo far, this would not at all heal, or make up, 


that Chaſm, or Gap, which is in their Succeſſion, by the Lay- 
Deprivations, almoſt at the beginning ot the Reformation. 


Nor is it enough to affirm, (as Dr. Hickes's, Coll. ot Papers, p. 
163.) that the Popiſh Biſhops are the Anzi-Biſhops to the Reformed | 
| Biſhops, ana particularly in Ireland, where, (ſaith he,] if dangerous | 
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and corrupting Bockrines, and corrupt Worſhip, condemned by the Pro- 
teftants, do not juſtify the ſetting up and continuing of other Biſhops 
in every Dioceſe of the Chwch, from the Beginning of the Reformari- 
on, then the Proteitant Biſhops there have been all along Auti-Bi- 
ſhops, and »y Conſequence the Iriſh Church (or, the Church of 
England, which is all one to the Argument) , and hat h been Schiſ- 
matical, &c or what Re faith, Page 167, ſpeaking of Anti. Biſhops 

by Intruſion, and Falſe Doctrine; viz. ſuch were the Popiſh Biſhops 

in Queen Mary's Reign, who were put into the Sees of the diſplaced 
Proteſtant Biſhops, 2s He thinks, ſome of them were. Thefe things 
come not up to the Point: nor will they anſwer our Difficulties, 
For the Queſtons here, are theſe. | | . 

Is the Popiſh Church in Ireland, a Church, or not? Doth Their 

being Anti Biſhops, or their corrupt Doctrines, and Worſhip, render 
invalid all their Adminiſtrations to their own People ? If it doth 
not; then in ſome Caſes, there may be Anti Biſhops without 
that fad Effect on either fide; and Polluted Worſhip, with- _ 
out the dreadſul Conſequences, which are ſometimes {er froth. 
And if the Romiſh Pollutious have nor this Effect, even under 
Anti Biſhops, it is to be hoped Others may come in, for a Share of 
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this Favour Again, | | 
Acre theſe Caſes to be judged of, from Importance, and particu- 
lar Circumſtances? Then, there is an End of rhe Abſolute Neceſſity 
of one particular Regularity, in order to God's Favour ; and the 
Diſpute nut come to Arguments of another nature. > * 1athy: 
\ Again, who is to judge of corrupt Doitrines, and polluted Wor- 
ſbip ? They, who approve of them, and require others to join in 
them ? or, They, who are required to appprove them, andro join 
in them? If the former; then, there never was, and never can 
be, any ſuch thing as Corrupt Doctrines, and Corrupt Worſhip, even 
to juſtify any Proteſtants from ſetting up at firft, or continuing 
afterwards, Proteſtant Biſhops in oppotirion to Pepzſþh. If the Lat- 
bier; then, whatever Body of Chriſtians thinks the Dofrines and 
J Worſhip of the Nonjurors to be Corrupt and Polluted, is juitified, in 
1 ſerring up and continuing Biſbops and Clergy, againſt Their Bi- 
| | ſhops and Clergy. Farther, | | 85 
What is it that jzfied the Proteſtants, as He acknowledges, in 2 
ſetting up their own Biſhops? Was it, that the Popiſh Doctrines 
and Worſhip were actually corrupt; or that the Proteſtants were 
perſwaded in their own Conſciences that They were ſo? The lat- 
rer, without doubt, as appears from this Demonſtration. Take away 
. from them this Perſwaſion; they are ſo far from being juſtified. that 
1 They are condemn'd for their Departure. Give Them this Perwahli- 
5 oy again; They are condemn'd, if They do not ſeparate. Or, in 
0 e fe manner, Suppoſe a Papiſt, not per ſwaded of that Corrupti- 
on to ſeparate; He is for the want of that 51 N alone, con- Ju b 
demn'd ; Suppoſe a Froteflanr, or one thoroughly perſwaded of 5 w 
that Corruption, to ſeparate; and He is jaſiſied in ſo doing; or A 
not to ſeparate, and He is condemn'd. it this were duly and im- (/1/ 
partially conſider'd, it would be impoſſible for Men, to unchriſti. unt 
⁊23n, unchurch, or declare out of God's Favour, any of, rlitir Fellow VI 
: | ld © 
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6 1 3 
Creatures, upon any leſſer, or indeed, any other, Conſideration, than 
that of a wicked Diſhoneſty and Inſincerity; of which in theſe Ca- 
ſes, God alone is Judge. 8 
But here the Nonjurors will tell Us, (as Diſſenters from Them, * 
who have ſet up Churches againſt Their Churches) that We are 
coudemn'd, unleſs We can prove their Doctrine, and Worſhip to 

be Corrupt and Polluted; or that any thing finful is required in 

their Communion. But, Id Mhom muſt We provethis? or, To 

whoſe Satisfaction? To their Satisfaction, who are confident of 

the contrary ; and maintain it to be the moſt undefiled ? or to our 4 

own, Whom They expect ro conform to it? This will preſently be Y; 

decermined by putting the following Caſe. The Nonjurors ſepa- | 4; VF 

rate from the Popiſh B/ hope, becauſe of corrupt Doctrides, and pol- 4 23 
*lared Worſhip. The Pop:ſb Biſbops tell them, If indeed, any thing "3 

Sinful can be proved to be required of You, in our Commun!on, 

We acknowledge, You are jultilted ia your Separation: and This, - 

on the other hand, The Nonjuriors acknowledge to be the only 3 

Point that can juſtify them. And, therefore, They readily an- 11 

ſwer, that They can prove this evidently. to the Degree of Be- 1 
* monſtration. The Popiſh Biſhips anſwer Them, Your Arguments | 
are far from proving it to Us; and reply to Them, with equal 

Aſſurance, and Confidence of being in the Right. The Nonjurors, 

1 am perſuaded, will then anſwer thus, We are not obliged to 
wait till You your ſelves are convinced. Our Buſineſs is to ſa- 
ticfy our Selves, and not You, of the Unlawfulneſs of Com- 
municating with You. We have proved it to our own entire 
Satisfaction. And therefore, We are obliged in Conſcience to ſe- 
parate from You; even tho' We can't convince You your ſelves 
that our Arguments have any Weight in them. 

Ler this be appl.ed to all like Caſes; and it will be a certain 
Rule to go by, that, as the Nonjurors themſelves allow the corrupt 
Doctrines, and polluted Worſhip, of the Popiſb Biſhops, to be the 
true Ground of their own Separation, and (crting up Churches a- 
gainſt their Churches; and that They are obliged to prove this, 
to Themſelves only, and not ro the Conviction of thoſe Popiſh Bi- 
ſhops ; betore They ſet up Biſhops ag inſt Them: So, the Sepera- 
tion of Others from the Nonjuring Biſhops, is as perfeCtiy Juſtificd, 
by the Honeſt Perſwaſion ot Thoſe who Seperate from Them; 
whether thoſe Nonjurors themſelves think their Reaſons good, or _ 
not. Otherwiſe indeed, all Parties are the ſole Judges in their } BE 
own Caſe: and the Popiſh Party alone muſt, in the End, be in te 
Right, becauſe They were in Poſſeſſion when the firſt Separation Ü 
Proteſlants was made: Which therefore can never be jaſtified, if 
the Romiſh Governing Church, (in the New Paraſe,) were the ſole 
Judge, whether Their own Communion were ſinful, or not. There 
ale Two good Reaſons for making this Controverſy the Occaſion 

f ſpeaking theſe Things: That our own Church and every Prote- 
tant Church in the World, may not be abſolutely condemn'd; 
and that the Equitable Law may appear evident beyond all Ex- 
eption, of Not Judging any others by a Rule, by which We al- 
ays refuſe to be judged, Oar ſelves. 8 ques 
I this may, methinks, ſerve to allarm our Adverſaries them- 
| | ſelves, 
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ſelves, upon their own Principles, about the Danger, their own 
Church of England is in, by their way of Proceceding. And Per. 
haps, They, who ſeem to have but a very faint Notion of the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Dæſign of the Goſpel, any farther than They 
ſuppoſe Them to go hand in hand, with their own Particular Seck, 
znd Church, may receive the firſt Impreſſion and Suſpicion of their 
being miſtaken, from this manifeſt Tendency of their ownPrinciples, 
to uc hurch Themſelves; and to reflect back upon their own Pe0. 
I and Clergy, that Excommunication, and Damnation, Which 
They are ſo freely diſpenſing abroad, all around them. 

But it any of the Poi Advocates ſhould offer ſuch Arguings to 
You, as | mentioned juit now; there is the ſame eaſy Way of an- 
Fwering Them, which there is, of replying to our Proteſtant Ad. 
verfaries. You can tell them, that You haye not fuch Notions of, 
God, as to think it conſiſtent with his Nature, to wrap up the moſt. 

m portant of All Points in Clouds of Obſcurity, and Uncertain- 
ty ; that in Fact, there muſt have been frequent Imterruptions in 
the Succeſſon of the Chriſtian Clergy ; that the Goſpel layeth no 
refs upon this Matter, but a great deal of Weight upon things of 
guite another Nature; that You imitate our Firſt Reformers, who 
Scorn'd to take rheir Claim to the Purity of the Goſpel, from ſuch 
Topicks ; that You do nor put the Cauſe of the Reformation, and 
of the Church of England, upon ſuch Triflzs ; but upon Your own, 
being fincerely perſuaded of the Neceſſity of departing from Thoſe; 

who had departed from God, and deſtroyed the whole Defign of 
his Goſpel ; that God and Chrift could not bur approve of this, and 
theretore, could not but approve of Thoſe of the Clergy who did 
at firſt, and have fince, joined in it; that Yon cannot pur either 
Deir, or Torr own, Ecernal Salvation, upon their Regular Ordina- 
ien, and Unbroken Succeſſion from the Apel le, becaule this would 
be to put it upon the Invention of Men, and not the Declaration of 
Cbriſt; and indeed, upon what You may be very well aſlurzg, 
never was; thar, tho“ you have all Reſpect for what is Fitting, 
Xx Ozaerly, and Decenr, yet, you cannot in Conſcience Ahle de- 
pend upon any Sett of Men for the Terms of Salvation, whilit the 
G0/Þel it ſelf lies open, without 1enonncing Chriſtianity: nor expect 
God's Grages, Benedictions, or Mſolutions, from any Hands, but 
Bie own 5 without e ffronting Him: nor put the Eternal en, 
of Mankind, abſolurely, upon their agreeing in One External Com- 
22129707, with any one particular Sett of Clergymen, without thead- 
ſurd Suppoſition that God prefers an Impoſſibility before the Tru 
Sincerity of Heart. 
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And here, t cannot forbear ro mention an Argument, whick 
I think amounts ro a Demonſtration, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the 
Word, for the Truth of what I have now faid : And which! 
would apply now. particularly to our Adverſaries themſelves; 
that they may the better Feel the force of it, in their own Calc, 

' You fay, that God's favour is not diſpenſed, but in the Stiick 
Communion of your particular, little, Body, or Church. I a 
not now going to accuſe. you of a Hereſy againſt Charlie, as Val 
& the Donztif;, who had only juſt the ſame Unchauiravicn 
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of Adhering to the Conſequences of their own Prineiples: But 
of a Hereſj againſt the very Poſſibility, and. Nature of things; or 
of holding that, which throws Men-out of the fayour of God, 
which way ſoever They act. You know, there was a Schiſm a- 
monge Your ſelves, upon this-Account. Mr. Nelſon, for inſtance, \ 
thinks Himſelf obliged in Conſcience to Communicate with ſyme 
of our Church. Upon this, You declare, He hath: no Title to 
God“ Merey. And You and all the World allow, that if He Com- 
municates with You, whilſt Hig Conſcience tells Him, it is a Sin, 
He is Self: condemn'd, and out of God's favour. He is therefore, 
entitled to God's wrath, both, if he doth Communicate with You z 
and if He doth not. That Not ion therefore, which implies in ir, 
this Great, Invincible Abſurdity, cannot be True. And I heartily 
'* wiſh, that Al Parties of Chriſtians,even ſuppoſing their own Way to 3 
be Certainly, or lafallibly, the Right way, would conſider this, 14 
But again, Every one ma nd ir, in his own Conduct, to be < 3 
true, that his Title to God's favour cannot depend upon his at. FF 
val being, or continuing, in any particular Method; but upon 


his Real Sincerity in the conduct of his Conſcience, "and of Hig 


own Actions, under it.) Yu adhere, for inſtance, to rhe Commu. 
nion of the Nomurors, Why? Plainiy, not becauſe it is the True, 
Chriſtian, Communion ; (for that it may be, in it ſelf, without 
vour adhering to 169 but becauſe, You judge, and eſteem it fa 
ito be, upon your molt ſerious Conſideration z; and conduct your 
ſelf Sincerely by this dictate of your Conſcience. . Your Title to 
God's favour therefore, cannot depend Simply upon your adher- 
ing to this Communion; becauſe the very adhering to this 
CoMMUNI1aON, if it were againſt your Conſcience, would 
entitle you to His Anger: But muſt depend upon it, conſider'd 3 
a Conduct honeſtly enter'd into, by the DiCtate of your Conſci- = 
ence. TL favour of God, therefore, follows S7ncerity, conſider'd d B. : 
1 I Tuch. And conſequently, equally follows every Equal Degrees ,9? | 
, f Sincerity.) If any Perſons, rather than agree to be happy, in 
dhe company of others, chuſe to hazard their own Salvation, u- <1 3 


ud 


Py | 


"© 


con their own Igfallible Certainty ; or the Salvation of others up- "5 Y<; |” #- 7 
A on the Indiſpenſable Obligation of All men to See what They 7 2 

„see: I do not Envy them a Pleaſure, which hath nothing bun- 
n 11.0 Imagination, and Abſurdity, to ſupport it. To returns 


Authoritative Benediction, is Another of the Terms of Art, 1 yo” 
much 'n{ed by our Proteſtant Adverſaries, and Others who follaw - „ 
them too cloſely : In which, They claim a Right to the Clergy, -. TS 
in one certain Regular Succeſſion, of Bleſting the People. If they Ems '& 
mean no more by this, than that, being appointed, in an orderly , F 342 
manner, to officiate in the Church, it is Part of their Office, to 
declare, out of God's Word, upon what Terms, he will give his / 4}... 
Bleſſing to Chriſtians ; or to expreſs their own hearty Wiſhes and 1 OOEN 
Prayers for the People's obtaining that Bleſſing ; this might be e en. 
underſtood. But to claim a Right to ſtand in God's Stead, in ſuc˙hk £2 
Senſe, that They, with all their Infirmities, and Prejudices, and 
Miſta] es, about Them, can abſolutely and certainly, Bleſs fome, 
or with hold a Bleſſing from Ochers; and that God * 8 


3 * (86) N IS 
hath obliged Himſelf to Bleſs, or not to Bleſs, with their Voice 
alone: this is the Higheſt Abſurdity as it puts a Power, which 
nothing but Infallibilicy can ſupport, into the Hands of Men, re- 
maining Weak, and Fallible; and, as I think, the Higheſt Blaſ- 
phemy, as it ſeppoſerh Almighty God, to place a Sett of Men, a- 

bove Himſelf; and to put out of his own Hands, the Diſpoſal of 

his own Bleſſings and Curſes, And here again, the Papiſts find a 
vaſt Advantage againſt their Proteſtant Fellow Labourers. For if 
it be true that ſuch a Power is diſlodged from Heaven, and lodg- 
ed in the Hands of the Church; it is a ftrong Argument that In- 
fallibiliry is firſt lodged there : Becauſe that alone is ſufficient for 
ſo great and fo important a Truſt. 

N. B. Theſame You will find a ſufficient Reply to their preſump- 
tuous Claim, to an Authoritative Abſolution. An infallible Ab- 
folution cannot belong to Fallible Men. But, No Abſolution 
can be Authoritative, which is not certainly to be depended upon; 
nor certainly to be depended upon, which is not Infallible. There- 
fore, No Authoritative Abſolution, properly fo called, can belong 
to any Men living. God Himſelf hath declared, in his Goſpel, the 
Condirions, upon which alone, He will pardon and accept Thoſe, 
who have been Sinners: f. e. abſolve Them. All Abſolution, 
therefore, mult depend upon Sinners coming up to Thoſe Condi- 
tions. They are p>rdon'd, if they come up to them: And they“ 
are not pardon'd, it they do not. To repreſent theſe Conditions 

to the World; and to deelare that All Sinners, coming up to theſe 
Conditions are Abſolved: This is one Part of the Office of An- 
ters; which They may apply to the Caſe of any particular Peni- 
tent, conditionally. Bat ro aſſume to Themſelves the Power cf 
Abſolving particular Perſons, ſo that Thoſe particular Perſons may 
depend upon that Abſolution certainly, is to aſſume to Themſelves, 
either a Right to diſpenſe with Thoſe Conditions which God 
himſelf hath fixed, and to pur their Authoritative Abſolution in? 
the Stead of them; or eiſe, a Power of knowing the Hearts and 

Simcerity of Men, which God alone knows. To aſſume this, 
without firit aſſuming Infallibility, is Noafenſe: And ro aſſume 

Infallibility, is Blaſpemy. All Humane Abſolutions muſt be Un- 
cs eertain: As Uncertain as thoſe Conditions in the Perſoa to be 
cu wins Abſolved, upon which it muſt depend. And therefore cannot be 

Rado Authoritative ; becauſe that Word is of no Importance here, un- 

4 lels it ſignify ſomething to be depended upon, as Certain, 

| If they amuſe You with that Power which our Saviour lodged 
with His Apoſtles; Whoſcever Sins ye remit, they are remitted 10 

Them ; and whoſoever Sins Ye retain, they are rctained ; or the 
like: You may anſwer ſecurely that it is impoſſible for You to 
depend upon this Right, in Them, as any thing Certain, till They 
prove to you that every thing ſpoken to the Apoſtles, belongs . 
AFnifters in all Ages of the Chyrey. This it is impoſſible tor 
"Them to prove. And therefore, it is impoſſible ro draw a certain 
Concluſion from it. As for the Nature of che thing; It is much 
more probabie that theſe Words referr'd to ſomething Extraordi- 
nary and Supernatural in the Apoftles, for the Propagatioa of the 
Gofpel, at firſt, than to any thing, in the ordinary . 
5 \ | , | 10400 
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| beſt thing, and of equal Importance, with reſpect to the preſent 


expreſly continues to Almighty God the Diſpoſal of his Own Fa- i. 
yours, upon his own Terms, which was always His Prerogative. { 


when He declares in the Goſpel that the Son of Man had Power up- 


true. And fo, to any Others. This aroſe, you ſee, wholly from 
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dition of the Church. And tho? it be ſuppoſed that W 


e cannot fix 


the true plain Meaning of this Text; yet, (which is the next 


PASS i 4" AS 
a Za — 


Controverſy,) We can certainly fix, what is wot the Meaning of 
it. For, whatſoever contridicts the Natural Notions of God, and 
the Defign and Tenour of the Goſpel, cannot be the True Meaning 
of any Paſſage in that Goſpel. But to make the Abſolutions of 
Weak, Fallible Men, ſo neceſſary, or, fo Valid, that God will not 
pardon any without them, and that All are 1 who have 
them pronounced over them; is to contradict thoſe Notions, as 4 
well as the plain Tenour of the Goſpel: which expreſly declareth 1 
Men to be in God's Favour upon their forſaking their Sins, and as | 
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Therefore, It cannot be the True Intent of this Paſſage now be- 5 4 
fore Us, to give any ſuch Power to Men. N | 14 
If we look back upon our Saviour Himſelf, we ſhall find that, - 


on Earth to forgive Sins, even He himſelf either meant by it, the | 
Power of a miraculous Releafing, the Man from his Affliction, | 
(which was look'd upon as the Puniſhment of Sin; ) orif it rela- 
ted to another more ſpiritual Senſe of the Words, the Power of 
declaring only that rhe Man's Sins were forgiven by God. By his 
upernatural Knowledge, (not by that which belong*d to Him, as 
a mere Man,) He knew that God was going to ſhew Mercy to 
the Man. But his way of Expreſſion was, Thy Sins are forgiven 
Thee. This was plainly to acknowledge, and keep up, that true 
Notion, that God alone forgiveth Sins. And our Saviour, know- 
ing the Caſe of the Man there ſpoken to. aſtured Him of 
God's Forgiveneſs. His Sins were forgiven by God. And the Son 
of Man's Power to forgive Sins upon Earth, was plainly to declare 
is to Him, of whom He certainly and infallibly knew ir to be 


his Infallible Knowledge of the Will of God, with reſpe& to that 
particular Perſon ; and conid have had no Place in our Lord him» 
ſelf, had He been a mere Man, without any Infallible Knowledge 
in Himſelf, or Communication of Knowledge from God, co::cern- 
ing His Will, and Favour to this Man, or to other Men. ; 
Thus, the Apoftles, likewiſe, might poſſibly underſtand the Power 
of Remitting and Retaining Sine, to be the ſame with that Power 
of lay ing their Hands upon the Sick, to which a miraculous Reco- 
very was particularly promiſed by Chriſt, Or, ſuppoſing, that they 
applied it to the certain Abſolution of particular Perſons (of which 
we read nothing, as I know of ;) it is plain, They could do it 
upon no other bottom but this, that God's Will, and Good Pleaſure, 
about ſuch particular Perſons, was Infallibly communicated to 
Them; and that They declared This Will about Thoſe particular 
Perſons. Not that They themſelves Abſolved any Men; or hin- 
der'd them from being Abſolved by God; Not that God was o- 
bliged to Tie, and Untie; to Bind and to Looſe, the Guilt of 
Men, according to their Declarations, conſider'd as their own De- 
ciſions, and Their own Determinations : But that, upon any ſuch 


Occalion, 


6 
Occalion, They declared a Matter of Fact, infallibly made known 
to them by Cod; either that He was way to beſtow his rep 

t 


upon ſuch and ſuch particular Perſons, or that He was angry wir 
Them. This can be the only Meaning of that Paſlage, ſuppoſing 
it to relate to Abſolution. It muſt ariſe from extraordinary Com- 
munications of Knowledge from God; and conſequently, cannot 
relate, in the {ame ſenſe, to any Sett of Men, in the ordinary ſtate 
of the Church, void of ſuch Communications of Infallible Know. 
ledge, as could be, even in the Apoſtles, the only foundation of 
oy ſuppoſed Authoritative Abſolut ion. | | 
But All that it can poſlibly convey to Any, who ſucceed the 
Atoſtles in their Spiritual Office, ſuppoſing it to relate to this ſub. 
ject, is a Right to do their Duty; to declare Perſons Abſolved from 
their Sins by God, fo far, and no farther than, as They c ome up 
to Thoſe Conditions, upon which our Lord hath himſelf fixed 
their n or Juſtification. This is All that à Fallible 
Man, in higheſt Office in this World, is capable of: And 
ought to be more to his Satistaction, than to have in his Power, 
the Authoritative Diſpoſal of the Salvation of Damnation, of hit 
ellow Creatures. Bur They, who are firſt Iafallible, may certain- 
I claim the Power of what is here called Authoritative Abſolu- 
tion. And therefore, it is very Conſiſtent in the Church of Rome, 
Ii They are tefolved to have the Latter, to ſuppoſe and claim the 
Former: Which may undoubtedly be claimed, where-ever the o- 
ther is allowed to be. 5 
The Reſult of the Whole, is this. God is true, and Juſt, and 
Good. The Goſpel is a plain Declaration of bis Will. He can. 
not put the Eternal Salvation of his Creatures upon any thing, 
but what He puts in their Power to do, and to be ſatisfied about. 
e cannot put into the Hands of weak fallible Men, Privileges and 
Powers, which cannot be Exerciſed as they ought to be, withoug 
Infallibility. He reſerves to Himſelf the Authoritative Diſpenſa. 
tion of his Favour, and of his Anger, to his Creatures, whoſe 
Hearts no one knows but Himſelf, upon his own Terms: for 
Which He hath appointed a Day, in which He himſelf will judge 
the World. From all which it follows, that the Benefits of his 
Ordinances, kis Benediction, his Abſolution, are in his own Hands; 
come from himſelf; and cannot depend upon Regulatities, and N. 
ceties, impoſſible, or improbable ; but are diſpenſed by Him; ac- 
cording to the inward Diſpoſitions, and Qualifications of Them, 
who wait for them: that this is ſo far from leaving You, of the 
Chriſtian Laity, to any undue Freedom and Latitude, (as it is ſome. 
times cibedted) that it layeth the higheſt Obligation upon You to 
uſe all your Sincerity, to know God's Will and your utmoſt Enders 
vours ro perform it; that it puts your Happineſs upon this, becaul 
nothing elſe is certain, and becauſe, conſequently 1 elſe can 
give you Support, or Comfort; that this will be ſo far from lea 
ing You to diſregard the Peace, and Unity of Chriſtians, that t 
will make You conſcientiouſly ſollicitous about it, and reſolved u 
prefer nothing before it, except Purity and Conſcience : Bur, whe ; 
you are ſecure of Your Integrity, before God, and of your fincei W 
: Beben to ſearch after His Will, and to receive the Truth, : £ 
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doe: in every Part of it, but a ſerious Application of your Minds, to 


Will add Zeal to our Submiſſion; and the Other will teach You 


| 4 ©; Benediction, upon the Conditions of Him, who offers Them 


ples of all Truth; and Chriſtianity in it's firſt Simplicity. The 


more Time, than what is neceſſary to One 1erious Conſideration of 


bur, particularly, at this time, will make you able not only to op. 
uſe of by our Advcrſaries, for the Support and Propagation, of their 


a all your Civil Concerns, the Publick Good; the Peace, the 
Hoeppineſs, of chat Society ro which you belong, will eafily con- 


he love of Truth, whenſoever, and trom whomſoever it is off:r'd; 

this will J confeſs, lead You, (as ir ought, all of Us,) not to be a- 

Fraid of the Terrors of Men, or the vain Wor 9080 Regular and 
10 


ainterrupted Succeſſions; Aithoritative Benedictions, Excommu- 
nications, or Abſolutions; Nullity, or Validity, of God's Ordinan- 
ces to the People, upon account of Niceties and Trifles ; or any o- 


ther the like Dreams of Thoſe who have ſeparated Themſelves, or 


of Thoſe who follow Them in theſe Doctrines; or indeed, any 
thing but what He, who is Your Lord, and Maſter, and Judge, 


hath Himſelf declared, that your Salvation ſhall depend upon, 


And as I am ſure, that it is Upright and Honeſt, to ſpeak thas 
plainly ; and to inculcate this upon You: So J am as ſvre, it is the 
only certain Method of preventing, or expelling the Poiſon of Thoſe 
who are gone out from Us, becauſe they were not of Us; and 
will, in the End, prove the only Effectual Method, of preſerving 
this Proteſtant Chriſtian Church (which it ſelf directs it's Members. 
to the Holy Scriptures as their ſo.e Infallible, or Authoritative 
Guide,) and of making it a Praiſe in the whole Earth. 

To conclude, Asthis Controverſy reſpects our preſent Civil Con- 
ſtitution; as well as Our Church, and that Goſpel upon which irt 
hath expreſly founded All it's own Pretenſions, and all the Religi- 
on of it's Members; nothing is wanting towards your right judg- 


- 


ome few Common Uzcontefted Principles of Ci vil government; and 
to the plein and expreſs Declarations of the Goſpel it ſelf, The 
One will teach You the Extent of Civil Government to every thing 

neceſſary for it's Preſe; vation; and the Evident Right of our Illu- 

ſtrious Royal Family ro the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; which 


the Extent of the Office of the Chriſtian Clergy, as well as Your 
own Duty; and above all, Your Right ro God's Graces, Abſoluti- 


on, without any regard to the Out-cries of Humane Terror, or 


the Solemn Denunciations of any Men upon Earth. Ke 
It js both your Duty and your Intereſt to ſtudy theſe firſt Princi- 


moſt Important Points are fo plain, that they will colt you as 


them. All that mean truly, and honeftly, the Happineſs of the Na- 
tion; or the Benefit of Chriſt's Church and People; will both encou- 
rage and applaud Your Enquiry. I have endeavoured, for my part 

to go before You ; and to point out the Way to the Main Parts of 
it. And when You are once Maſters of them, They are full of ſuch 
Conſequences, as will be of yaſt Advantage to You at all times; 


poſe, but to overthrow, all even the moſt Learned Artifices made 


Cauſe. 


duct You, both to know, and to do, the Will of God. In all Vour 
Religious Concerns, that affect Your Eternal Salvation, and Your 
Title to God's Favour, Your Rule is plain, and evident. Chrift is 
Your ſole Law-giver, and Your ſole Judge, as to thoſe Points. 
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_  Nonjarors may Excomniunicate the High Chureh- Men, as 


. the Reysſhurs out from the Catho/ick Church here; and from the 


- felves, that they can Excommunicare :* and this is very.often their 
con Crime; and their own Loſs. © But Chrift himſelf, and His AS 


— melt evidenr ec 


+>... ther Conduct, nothing remaigs, think, but to aſſure Them thar 
here an. Iluſtrious- Royal: Family, Who both Uaderſtand and 
Voalſie cheir Right to the Briftſh Crown : Whom neither the-Flattery | 
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opifis may. Excommunicate the Proteſtant Nonjurors 


All other Breziſh Proteftlants; who Pray for King Grorge, Wilkie 
again may Egcommunicate; Unchurch, Unchriſtian, Thoſe, White 
Church Goueſument, or Worſhip, differ ftom cheir own.” And theſe 
again, may exerciſe. the ſame Spiritual Diſcipline, Where- ever their 
Terrors cdu extend themſelves. They may thus ſcatter Damna- 
tion about; playing, one Would think, as the Man in the Proverbs, - 
with Firebranqs, and Death, and 99 Are We not in Sport ; ws 

And they may Every one; flatter Themſelves that this Power f 


Kingdom of Hraven hereafter.. But it is in truth, only from them- 


abs.» 
9 * 


eut You eff from Him ; and declared a Curſe upon All 22 
her Goſpel: and co 


© tbe Ceanſel of the Mart 


Jarles, If all that can be faid, tho from the 


tid Mainrainipg their own Legal Powers 
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